Jupiter and the Frogs

The Frogs were sad / to have no ruler of their own.// They sent
messengers to Jupiter,/ father of gods,/ asking for a King.// He, seeing their
simplicity, / cast down a large log into their pond.// The Frogs, scared at
the splash of its fall, / hid deep in the bottom of the pool.// But they saw
that / the log did not move, / and they swam again to the top of the water,/
felt no fear, and came to laugh at it.// They even climbed up and sat upon
it.// After some time, / they began to think it wrong / to have a ruler so
lifeless, so still.//

They sent a second message to Jupiter.// They prayed/ that he
would set over them another King.// He gave them an Eel / to govern
them.// When the Frogs found out his easy ways, / they sent a third time
to Jupiter / to beg that he would choose for them / another, a stronger
King.// Jupiter, now angry at their complaints, / sent a Heron, who preyed

upon the Frogs / day by day, till there were none left / to croak upon the
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The Frogs were sad to have no ruler of their own. They sent
to Jupiter, father of gods, asking for a King. He, seeing their
, cast down a large log into their pond. The Frogs,

scared at the splash of its fall, hid deep in the bottom of the pool. But they
saw that the log did not move, and they swam again to the top of the water,
felt no fear, and came to at it. They even climbed up and

. After some time, they began to think it wrong to have a

ruler so lifeless, so still.

They sent a second message to Jupiter. They prayed that he would
set over them King. He gave them an Eel to govern them. When
the Frogs found out his easy ways, they sent a third time to Jupiter to beg
that he would choose for them another, a stronger King. Jupiter, now angry
at their , sent a Heron, who preyed upon the Frogs day by day,

till there were none left to croak upon the pond.

Question 1: Why do the frogs ask for a king?

Question 2: Why does Jupiter get angry at the frogs?

Question 3: What kind of king do the frogs want?

Summarize: (Summarize the story, mentioning the three kings of the frogs, and what becomes of them)




* Background knowledge:

Aesop was an ancient Greek slave. He is famous for compiling or
composing a great many fables. Legend has it that Aesop was incredibly
ugly, but was gifted the ability to tell stories by a goddess because he was
kind to her priestess. He used his ability to embarrass philosophers and
kings and peoples. The people of Delphi forced him to jump off a cliff for

his imprudent impudence.

* Q&A Sample Answer

Q1: The frogs want to be like everyone else. They want to be cool. They

want a big empire with a glorious king.

Q2: Jupiter gets angry because the frogs are never happy, and they
complain, and they are foolish.

Q3: The frogs want a king that is strong, and must be feared, but does
only what they want him to do.

* Summary Sample Answer

(Very Short)
The frogs ask Jupiter for a king, and he gives them a log. Disappointed,
the frogs ask for another king. They are sent an Eel, but complain again,

and get a Heron which eats them.

(50 ~80 words)

The frogs ask Jupiter for a king, and he gives them a log. Disappointed
by how the log does nothing, the frogs ask for another king. They are
sent an Eel, but complain again because the eel is too easygoing. Jupiter
is irritated by their discontent, and sends a Heron to be their king. The

Heron eats every last frog.



