The Sword of Damocles

Damocles once said to his king, / "You have everything a man could
want! // You must be the happiest man alive."/
"Would you like to change places with me?"//
"No, my king, / I wouldn't dream of replacing you!// But, if I could only taste
/ your luxury for one day, / I might die happy."//
"Very well.// You shall taste it."//

The next day, / Damocles was led into the palace,/ and all the
servants treated him as king.// He ate the king's food, / heard the best
music, / and sat on the throne.//

When he looked up, / he saw a sword / dangling over his head / by
a single thread.// At any moment it might snap, / permanently fixing him
to the seat.// He went pale.//

"Oh, have you noticed the sword?" / asked the king, / "Isn't it a nice
touch? // I must always worry about assassins, you know.// It's much more
authentic this way."// Damocles begged to be allowed / to return to his

place, / and did not enjoy the pleasures of a king / for even one day.//
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Damocles once said to his king, "You have a man could want! You

must be the M

"Would you like to change places with me?"

"No, my king, I wouldn't dream of you! But, if I could only taste your
luxury for one day, I might die happy."

"Very well. You shall taste it."

The next day, Damocles was led into the palace, and all the treated
him as king. the king's food, heard the best music, and sat on the
throne. When he looked up, he saw a sword dangling over his head by a single

thread. At any moment it might snap, fixing him to the

seat. He went pale.
"Oh, have  you  noticed the sword?" asked the  king,

" ? 1 must always worry about

assassins, you know. It's much more authentic this way."
Damocles begged to be allowed to return to his place, and did not

the pleasures of a king for even one day.

Question 1: What does Damocles ask of the king?

Question 2: Where does Damocles sit?

Question 3: Why does Damocles no longer want to be king?

Summarize:




* Background knowledge:
Damocles lived in the 4th century BCE, and served king Dionysius I in

Syracuse. Dionysius I built the walls of the city, and became a local
power, rising to this dignity from a career in the civil service. Widely
hated, his military regime was extremely brutal, and the Syracuse
pavilion was vandalized by an indignant mob at the Olympic games of

388.

* Q&A Sample Answer
Q1: He asks to be treated as king for a day.
Q2: He sits on the throne.

Q3: Damocles does not enjoy the danger of being king.

* Summary Sample Answer

(Very Short)
Damocles asks to have the joys of kingship for a day, but sits on a throne
under a sword held by a single thread. He does not want both the
pleasure and the danger of kingship.

(50 ~80 words)

Damocles mentions the pleasures of kingship. His king offers him a taste for one day,
which he accepts. Delighted by the food and entertainment, Damocles is led to the
throne, but is horrified to discover a sword held by a single thread over his head. He
does not want both the pleasure and the danger of kingship, and resigns his peculiar

honour before the day is done.



