Andrew Hamilton on Freedom of the Press

There is heresy in law as well as in religion, / and both have changed
very much;/ and we well know / that it is not two centuries ago / that a man of
religion would have been burned as a heretic / for owning such opinions in matters
of religion / as are publicly written and printed at this day.//

They were fallible men, / it seems,/ and we take the liberty, / not only to
differ from them in religious opinion, / but to condemn them and their opinions
too; / and I must presume that/in taking these freedoms in thinking and speaking/
about matters of faith or religion, / we are in the right;/ for, though it is said /there
are very great liberties of this kind taken in New York, / yet I have heard of no

information / proffered by Mr. Attorney/ for any offenses of this sort.//

From which I think it is pretty clear/ that in New York a man may make
very free with his God, / but he must take special care / what he says of his
Governor.// It 1s agreed upon by all men / that this is a reign of liberty,/ and while
men keep within the bounds of truth, / I hope they may with safety both speak
and write- / their sentiments of the conduct of men of power... / were this to be

denied, / then the next step may make them slaves.//
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There is in law as well as in religion, and both have changed

very much; and we well know that it is not two ago that a man of
religion would have been burned as a heretic for owning such opinions in
matters of religion as are publicly written and printed at this day.

They were men, it seems, and we take the liberty, not only
to differ from them in religious opinion, but to them and their opinions

too; and I must that in taking these in

thinking and speaking about matters of faith or religion, we are in the right; for,
though it is said there are very great liberties of this kind taken in New York,

by Mr. Attorney for any

yet I have heard of no information
offenses of this sort.

From which I pretty clear that in New York a man

may make very free with his God, but he must take special care what he says of
his Governor. It is agreed upon by all men that this is a reign of ,
and while men keep within the of truth, I hope they may with safety

both speak and write their of the conduct of men of power...

were this to be denied, then the next step may make them

Question 1: How does Hamilton compare politics and religion?

Question 2: In what way does Hamilton assert that custom has changed

from 200 years prior?

Question 3: What does Hamilton believe to be the result, if the press is not

free to criticize power?

Summarize ( 50 ~ 80 words) :
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* Background knowledge:

In 1733, John Peter Zenger founded the New York Weekly
Journal. The paper was critical of the government, and Zenger was
arrested on a charge of seditious libel. The court then debarred his
defence council, leaving him without council. Hamilton, a famous
lawyer, heard of the case, and traveled from Philadelphia to New
York to take up the printer’s case. Thanks to Hamilton, the jury
found Zenger “Not Guilty”.

* Q&A Sample Answer
Q1: There is heresy in both politics and religion. There should

be freedom in both politics and religion.

Q2: In the past, people were burnt for heresy, but no longer.
Hamilton does not want people to be punished for criticizing

government.

Q3: Without freedom of the press (to criticize the government),

the people are made slaves.

* Summary Sample Answer
(Very Short)
People shouldn’t be punished for publishing religious or political
opinions. If people cannot speak ill of the government, they become
slaves to it.

(50 ~80 words)

In the past, people were burned at the stake for religious heresy,
but now we can express ourselves more freely. This is good. I am
aware of no cases of religious heresy being brought to court. This
means that we can insult god, but must be careful with how we
speak of the government! If people are punished for expressing

opinions about those in power, they may as well be slaves.



