- The Beach -

The beach: an ideal location for a summer afternoon, / a scenic site for a
sunset. // It may seem natural to us / to go to the beach to play, relax, or look at the
scenery, / but it was not always so. // Shipwrecks, storms, sea monsters, and pirates
were all dangers / that made beaches rather fearful than relaxing to our ancestors. //
Alain Corbin, a history professor at the Sorbonne, / mentions Leviathan, plague ships,
floods, and war / in evidence of how the ancients "knew nothing of the attraction of
seaside beaches, or the pleasures of a stay at the seaside."//

It wasn't until English doctors in the 1750s began advising patients / to seek
fresh air, take sea baths, and get regular exercise / that the beach began to be viewed
as a place to regain one's health/ rather than to lose one's life. // Soon enough seaside
resorts were built all over Europe, / and had spread throughout the world / by the end
of the 19th century. // Not only the wealthy, / but the middle, and working classes /
began to build sand castles, have picnics, and swim at the beach.// This sandy ideal is
unique to our modern world, / and some argue that it is unnatural.//

Over 75 percent of the world's sandy beaches / are disappearing due to human
activity, / and artificial beaches have been heavily criticized by environmentalists.//

Nevertheless, the desire to preserve the beach and the ocean / stems from our
newfound love of the sea. // Ecologically sustainable enjoyment / is the next stage of

our relationship with the beach. //
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Summary® Fill Blank:
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Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
The beach is an ideal location for a summer afternoon, but it was not always so. People used to be afraid of the beach because of the dangers
of the sea. In the |1 750s doctors began to advise people go to the beach, and beachside resorts soon appeared all over Europe. This uniquely modern

love of the beach has led to environmental damage, but may also lead to a sustainable and enjoyable seaside future.




