- The Medium is the Massage -

Marshall McLuhan, a Canadian philosopher,/ is known for coining the phrases /
"global village" and "the medium is the message." // This second phrase,/ however, /though
frequently quoted, / is actually a corruption of his original "the medium is the massage."//

"All media is an extension of some human faculty,"/ says McLuhan, / "the wheel,
of the foot;/ clothing, of the skin;/ the book, of the eye;/ electric circuitry, of the central
nervous system."// In the era of digital technology,/ "Images are projected at you." //
McLuhan says, "You are the screen." //

He quotes Wordsworth to make his point / "The eye —it cannot choose but see;/
we cannot bid the ear be still;/ our bodies feel, wherever they be,/ against or with our
will."// In 1960, /for the first time,/ an American presidential debate was broadcast/ on
both radio and television:/ Nixon against JFK.// Those who watched on TV felt/ that JFK
— easily the better looking of the two— had won,/ but those who listened on the radio felt
/that Nixon had been victorious.// Despite identical words,/ and therefore theoretically
identical meaning,/ the visual element significantly altered the impact of the debate.// The
technology itself affected the audience's behavior.// Shakespeare wrote "all the world's a
stage," /and McLuhan writes "Now all the world's a sage."//

The poet Wordsworth concludes,/ "there are Powers which of themselves our
minds impress.../ Think you,/ in all this mighty sum of things forever speaking,/ that

nothing of itself will come?"// The medium is the massage.// You are the screen.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

"The is the message" is a corruption of "the is the ." Media is an
of human . When images are projected at you, " ." A presidential debate broadcast on
and changed how audiences perceived who won. TV viewers , radio listeners
. Sense impressions affect people of conscious awareness. "Now all the world's a !

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
"The medium is the message" is a corruption of "the medium is the massage." Media is an extension of human abilities. When images are
projected at you, "you are the screen." A presidential debate broadcast on TV and radio changed how audiences perceived who won. TV viewers on one

side, radio listeners on the other. Sense impressions affect people regardless of conscious awareness. "Now all the world's a sage."




