- Obon -

Obon is a Japanese summer festival.// Family graves are cleaned,/ food is
offered to ancestors,/ the Bon-Odori is danced,/ and paper lanterns are floated away/ to
guide the spirits / as they leave. //

Long ago,/ Mokuren, one of the Buddha's best students, saw/ that his late
mother was hungry / in the afterlife.// All food turned to coal/ in her mouth.// The
Buddha said /to give food /to monks.// He did,/ she was freed from hunger,/ and
Mokuren danced for joy.// Obon is derived from this story.//

Lights, and speedy model horses/ made from cucumber/ bring the ancestors
into the home,/ where food is offered to them.// At the Bon-Odori,/ people gather to
dance/ and celebrate /in the night.// Many wear masks/ so that the visiting ancestors
can more easily mix into the crowd.//

At the end of the festival,/ sturdy model cows are made from eggplants/ so that

the ancestors can go away/ with many gifts.// Paper lanterns are floated away/ to guide

them.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank]

Obon is a Japanese summer . Family graves are ,
food is offered to ancestors, the Bon-Odori is danced, and paper

are floated away to guide the spirits as they leave.

, saw that

Long ago, Mokuren, one of the Buddha's best

his was hungry in the afterlife. All food turned to coal in

her mouth. The Buddha said to give food to . He did, she was freed

from hunger, and Mokuren . Obon is
from this story.
Lights, and speedy model horses made from bring the

ancestors into the home, where food is to them. At the Bon-

Odori, people gather to dance and

in the night. Many wear masks

so that the visiting can more easily mix into the crowd.

At the end of the festival, sturdy cows are made from

eggplants so that the ancestors can go away with many

. Paper

lanterns are floated away to guide them.

 [Q&A / A&Q]

Question 1: When is Obon celebrated?

Question 2: Who was the first to dance a bon-odori?

Question 3: What do you like best about Obon?
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Sample Answer 1: Summer.

Sample Answer 2: Mokuren.

Sample Answer 3: Dancing / decorations / friendship / the fact that it is a
festival / festival food / dressing up / ghosts / etc...

Sample Question 1: What do people wear at the bon-odori to make it easier

for ancestors to join in?

Sample Question 2: What animal is modeled in cucumber for obon? /
Why are cucumbers considered fast in obon? /
What is as cool as a cucumber? /

etc...

Sample Question 3: Why does wearing a mask make it easier for the
ancestors to join the bon-odori? /
How do paper lanterns help guide the spirits if the lanterns quickly sink?/

ete...




