- Obon -

Obonis a summer festival/ celebrated in Japan/ characterized by/ the offering of
food to ancestors and ghosts,/ the bon-odori dance,/ and by the floating of paper lanterns
down a river/ to send the spirits on.// It began /when Mokuren, one of the Buddha's best
disciples, used his awakened supernatural powers to discover / that his mother was
suffering/ in the hell called Infinite.// Unable to help her,/ he went to the Buddha for
advice.// He was told to offer food / to monks who had finished a summer retreat.// When
accomplished,/ she was freed,/ and Mokuren danced for joy.//

This is the origin of "segaki,"/ the feeding of hungry ghosts,/ an offering of mercy
to unknown people/ who have been punished for their greedy and jealous lives/ by an
otherwise insatiable hunger/ for humiliating substances like dead bodies or smoke.//
These hungry ghosts are not the focus of the festival, however.//

Most of the attention is directed toward ancestors/ rather than strangers.// Light,
swift, model horses/ made from cucumber/ bring the ancestors into the home.// Much food
is offered,/ decorations abound/ (but never thorny flowers associated with blood),/ and the
graves are cleaned.// At the bon-odori, people gather to dance/ and celebrate in the
night.// Many wear masks/ so that the visiting ancestors can more easily mix into the
crowd.//

At the end of the festival,/ sturdy model cows are created from eggplants/ so that
the ancestors can continue their journeys/ laden with gifts.// Paper lanterns are floated

away/ to guide them.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Obon is a Japanese that honors with food offerings, the bon-odori , and floating
. The tradition began with , a disciple of , who freed his by offering food to
monks. During Obon, people their ancestors with lights and horses, clean , and celebrate
with dances. The festival ends by sending ancestors off on and lanterns.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Obon is a Japanese summer festival that honors ancestors with food offerings, the bon-odori dance, and floating paper lanterns. The tradition began with
Mokuren, a disciple of Buddha, who freed his mother from hell by offering food to monks. During Obon, people welcome their ancestors with lights and cucumber horses,

clean their family graves, and celebrate with dances. The festival ends by sending ancestors off on eggplant cows and floating lanterns.




