- Georgian Toasting -

8,000 years ago, wine was invented / in a land now known as Georgia, / a country
with Turkey to the South / and Russia to the North. // World renowned as Georgian wines
are, / it isn't all that makes the Georgians famous. // Georgians are known for giving the
world's greatest toasts. //

Every dinner in that beautiful country/ becomes a feast. // With tables bowing
under the weight of the food, / the toastmaster will rise / and give the first of many toasts.//
While he gives what non-Georgians would consider to be a lengthy speech, / the table must
remain silent. // He then downs his drink, / but the toast is not over! // The person on his
right / must now make a toast, / adding some words of his own / (even a few are okay, /
but originality is valued) / on the topic that the toastmaster initiated. // The toast will
continue / as the next person to the right / becomes the next to speak / until every person
at the table has honored the toast. // And that was only the first! //

The toasts always follow a specific thematic order: / God, Georgia, peace, the
dead, life, parents, women, guests, and more. // In this way, the meal itself is a conversation,
/ and everybody is involved. // Nothing and no one is ever ridiculed at a Georgian table, /
and all are asked about their heroes and favorite songs. //

Though the recipes and melodies may be different around the world, / a meal and

a song with family and friends / is one of the greatest joys in life. //
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Wine was in , a country bordering . Georgians

are known for . At dinner parties, the toastmaster ,
, and the person on his right on the same topic before . This continues __
. There is a to the topics for toasting, and heroes and songs.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary(3 Sample Answer:
Wine was invented in Georgia, a country bordering Turkey and Russia. Georgians are known for giving the world's greatest toasts. At dinner parties, the
toastmaster gives a speech, drinks his wine, and the person on his right must say some words on the same topic before drinking his own wine too. This continues all the

way around the table. There is a ritual order to the topics for toasting, and conversation often touches upon heroes and songs.




