- King Charles Builds Town 1 -

Must all progress look the same?// In 1984 King Charles 111/ (then Prince of Wales)/
opposed a modernist addition to London's National Gallery.// The plan was/ to create a generic,
modernist glass and steel structure/ which the King famously described/ as "a monstrous
carbuncle/ on the face of a much-loved and elegant friend."// His comment/ not only resulted
in the cancelation of the project,/ but spawned several "carbuncle" awards in England and
Scotland/ for the ugliest new buildings each year.// The award has consistently gone to
buildings/ described as "soullessly bland"/ or are characterized by irregular glass designs;/ the
City of London's "Walkie-talkie"/ being the most famous winner.// It is best known/ for its
curved glass reflecting sunlight/ to melt cars and light fires.// All of these buildings are in the
International Style,/ so no matter where you are in the world,/ you very likely have equivalent
buildings near you.//

Aside from the looks,/ aside from lighting things on fire,/ the international style is
now often criticized/ for being bad for the environment.// Its reliance on reinforced concrete/
is not only responsible for massive carbon emissions,/ but also creates buildings with lifespans
of 50 years,/ leading to incredible waste/ as structure after structure must be demolished and
rebuilt.//

The King, however, did more than complain.// He has developed a town called
Poundbury,/ increasing the population of Dorchester by one quarter.// It is powered by 100%
renewable energy,/ is built of local materials,/ and utilizes traditional English design. //

Internationalist architects hated it.// To be continued...
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Summary® Fill Blank:
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Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary(3 Sample Answer:
King Charles III opposed a modernist construction, calling it a "carbuncle,” and inspiring the creation of awards for ugly buildings. Most of these ugly buildings
are described as soulless. Built in the international style, one famous example is London's "walkie-talkie" which has lit things on fire by reflecting the sun. The king

developed a town called Poundbury with renewable energy, built from local materials, and using traditional design. Internationalist architects hated it.




