- Old- School Hospitality

Hospitality is a potentially risky business.// "Stranger danger" is a truism with good
reason.// The tradition of welcoming of an unknown individual into one's home/ was an act of
generosity and courage and strength.// The Inuit, a people who live in the far North of Canada/
and never eat vegetables,/ once welcomed strangers by holding a feast,/ then having the stranger
arm-wrestle the host.// Officially, the loser was to be punished,/ but this threat was almost never
acted upon by either party,/ no matter who won.//

In this way,/ the stranger was introduced to a significant portion of the local
community,/ and his strength was publicly put on trial.// Besides the obvious guest-host
benefits/ of bonding-by-arm-wrestling/ (is anyone truly a stranger after a good arm-wrestling
match?),/ it allowed the neighbors to learn/ not only how potentially useful or dangerous the
stranger was on a physical level,/ but also to see if the stranger was appropriately sportsmanlike
in his conduct.// It would be an honor for the host to win the contest,/ but also to lose:/ for it
would mean he had a powerful guest.// A powerful guest could potentially become a powerful
friend.//

Of course, not all Inuit practiced ritual arm-wrestling.// Some of them used slap-
battles,/ while others preferred boxing or wrestling.//

While slap-battles and arm-wrestling are no longer an expected part of modern

travel,/ sportsmanship and mutual respect are invaluable assets/ for both host and guest alike.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Hospitality can be , as the saying " " suggests. In the past, into your home showed
and . The Inuit people, who live in and mostly eat , used to welcome by
having a and then challenging them to . This helped everyone see how and the stranger was.
Nowadays, while we don't guests, being and kind is still really important for and

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Hospitality can be risky, as the saying "stranger danger" suggests. In the past, inviting someone unknown into your home showed kindness and bravery. The
Inuit people, who live in northern Canada and mostly eat meat, used to welcome strangers by having a big meal and then challenging them to arm-wrestle. This helped

everyone see how strong and fair the stranger was. Nowadays, while we don't arm-wrestle guests, being respectful and kind is still really important for hosts and guests.




