- Halloween -

—holy/saints — nme/season

Halloween, or All Hallows EVe,/ is the first day of All-hallow-tide,/ a three day
Christian festival of the dead.// Like Christmas Eve before Christmas,/ Halloween is the vigil for

All IS—I;Hox;vss Day.// It is followed by All Souls Day.// On these days, / people from Poland to
Brazil to New Zealand/ gather at their family graves,/ light candles and pray.// It is a time of
year/ when the veil between worlds is thin.//

For most Christians' worldwide,/ saints are holy men and women of a God/ who
destroyed death by death?/ and battered down the gates of hell.// They are known/ for healing
the sick,/ defending the helpless,/ and casting out evil.// Why, then, is the night before All Saints
Day/ best known for its American celebrations/ which focus on horror, monsters, and vice?// A
common belief is that the origins of Halloween are non-Christian,/ but recent scholarship argues
/ that it has a purely Christian origin.//

The themes of light overcoming darkness/ and a cycle of chaos and order/ are
prevalent throughout Christian art and ritual.// The bad, the good, and the ordinary are feasted
/ in that order during ‘Hallowtide:/ wild parties on Halloween,/ holy rites on All Saints,/ and
quiet graveside visits on All Souls.//

While the overtly religious aspect of ‘Hallowtide/ is largely forgotten in America,/ one
important meaning remains:/ night is darkest before dawn.// Horror will end. //There is a time

to be still, and a time to be wild.// Have fun, be young,/ but don't forget to honor the ancestors.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Halloween is the first of a Christian festival of the . People around the gather at
to and . While it may seem odd that a festival celebrating would begin with horror
imagery, Christian art traditionally incorporates both and themes. The element of Halloween is largely
in America, but the . Be , have , but the dead.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Halloween is the first of a three day Christian festival of the dead. People around the world gather at family graves to light candles and pray. While it may seem

odd that a Christian festival celebrating Holy people would begin with horror imagery, Christian art traditionally incorporates both dark and light themes. The religious

element of Halloween is largely forgotten in America, but the basics remain. Be young, have fun, but honor the dead.




