- Short Words, Strong Style -

Many students use bloated words/ to seem smarter.// Multitudes of undergraduates/ employ
unnecessarily elongated vocabularies/ to simulate hyper-intelligence.// It does not work.// Dr. Daniel
Oppenheimer of Princeton University/ ran experiments/ that showed correlation/ between shorter
words/ and a higher evaluation of an author's intelligence.// They did this by lengthening the short/
or shortening the long words.// The shorter always won.// Simpler is smarter. //

It was a long known truth/ outside the ivory tower.// "Brevity is the soul of wit,"/ "never use a
long word/ when a short word will do,"/ "and the old words when short are best of all,"/ as they say.//

Even when short words were out of style,/ even by men who mocked them,/ they were used
to great effect.// Poet Alexander Pope scoffed at short words,/ yet even he,/ in his famous Epistle to
Dr. Arbuthnot,/ wrote roughly 10% of his sentences/ in the very shortest words:/ "Oh let me live my
own, and die so too!// (To live and die is all I have to do.)"//

In general: the shorter, the stronger,/ the more it rings true.// "Keep calm and carry on" is
catchier than/ "Preserve equanimity and continue operations,"/ "Get out now" more emotional than/
"Evacuate immediately,"/ and "The persuasive and even coercive powers of the citizen/ should enable
him to make sure that/ the burden of longevity in the previous generation/ does not become
disproportionate and intolerable,"/ more socially acceptable than/ "Kill the old."//

To return to the beginning:/ Most school-boy words/ are too long to look smart.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Many use long words to . Studies have shown that words make authors
look , but words maoke them look less . This has been long known outside , S
seen by the common advice of " is the of ," and "never use a long word when a short word
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Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Many students use long words to appear smarter. Studies have shown that shorter words make authors look smarter, but longer words make

them look less intelligent. This has been long known outside academia, as seen by the common advice of "brevity is the soul of wit," and "never use a

long word when a short word will do." Short words sound strong.




