- Shichi-Go-San -

Shichi-go-san is the Japanese for 7-5-3,/ a coming of age ceremony/ for little girls
of ages three and seven,/ and for little boys of age five.// It is celebrated on the 15th of
November,/ a lucky day according to traditional Yin-Yang practices (Onmyoudo),/ when
demons walk not abroad.// The day is suitable for weddings and celebrations.//
Consequently, the third Tokugawa Shogun/ prayed on this day for the health of his sickly
son Tokugawa Tsunayoshi,/ who grew up healthy,/ becoming Shogun in turn.// He is best
known/ for instituting the death penalty for harming dogs,/ keeping a kennel of 50, 000/
on government expense,/ and for being the Shogun at the time of the revenge of the 47
Ronin.//

Historically, infants of both sexes/ were kept with shaved heads until age three/
when a ceremony was performed/ in which white cotton or thread was placed on the head/
so as to facilitate a life lived until the hair grew white.// At five, boys stood upon a go board,/

faced a ritual direction,/ and donned hakama (Japanese male formal attire) for the first time

starting with the left leg,/ as well as jackets bearing the family crest.// Girls first wore obi,
the broad belt of a kimono, / at age seven.// It was the first time/ a child was dressed as a
man or a woman.//

While the full traditional ceremonies/ are not generally practiced today,/ parents

will dress up their children,/ take them to a shrine for a blessing and some candy,/ and take
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Shichi-go-san is a coming of age for little boys and girls at ages 3, 5, and 7. At age , boys
and girls had white placed on the head so as to grow old enough for . At age five, boys wore
for the first time. At age , wore an obi for the first time. These days, parents dress up their
, give them , have them , and take

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Shichi-go-san is a Japanese coming of age ceremony for little boys and girls at ages 3, 5, and 7. At age three, boys and girls had white thread placed on the head
so as to grow old enough for white hair. At age five, boys wore hakama for the first time. At age seven, girls wore an obi for the first time. These days, parents dress up

their children, give them candy, have them blessed, and take pictures.




