- Rhythm -

There is a rhythm/ built into each word/ the English language uses,/ known as stress.//
Some syllables are strong,/ and some are weak.// The varied combinations of these sounds/ are used

in poems, songs, and common speech.// Shakespeare wrote almost all of his great plays/ with just one
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rhythm / weak followed by strong. // In Romeo and Juliette, the line, "What's in a name?// That

Wthh we call a rose/ by a.ny other name/ would srr:ell as sw.eet "/ fits perfectly into this
paradigm.// Some say it is the rthythm of the heart.//

Other rhythms,/ starting stronger/ make the words seem rushed and urgent/ turning
stories darker, harsher,/ filled with pain or fear.// Edgar Allan Poe, inventor of detective stories,/
wrote his famous poem, The Raven, / in this simple style.//
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"Ah, distinctly I remember/ it was in the bleak December;/ and each separate
d;in-g e:nbér/ Wrorlght its gh’)st ﬁp().n the flo.or."//

But the rhythms of English/ need not come in pairs.// Sometimes three is the key/ by
which we will soon see/ that the words patter on,/ some would say, comically.// This style tends to
be used for non-serious things/ unless writing of soldiers on horse, galloping.//
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"Behind shut the postern,/ the lights sank to rest,/ and into the midnight we
Y
galloped abreast."//
Start with the strongest of three words/ to find that the rhythm, still horse-like,/ brings
hardship to m1nd //
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"Someone had blundered // Thelrs not to make reply/ thelrs not to reason Why/
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theirs but to do and die."//
To speak or write with rhythm/ makes for clarity and style.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

There is in English made by weak and strong . Shakespeare used a rhythm said to be the
rhythm when writing his plays. A strong-weak rhythm makes the words feel and . Groups of
three with the at the end read , or like a horse . Groups of three with the strong at the are a more
painful variant of the running rhythm. Using makes for clear and writing.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
There is rhythm in English made by weak and strong syllables. Shakespeare used a weak-strong rhythm said to be the rhythm of the heart when writing his plays.
A strong-weak rhythm makes the words feel urgent and scary. Groups of three with the strong at the end read comically, or like a horse galloping. Groups of three with

the strong at the front are a more painful variant of the running rhythm. Using rhythm makes for clear and stylish writing.




