- Balzac -

It is hard / to be an artist.// Balzac, a famous and successful French
novelist / was forever poor.// He wrote “Pére Goriot”,/ and his "The Human
Comedy" is nearly 90 novels long.//

One bookseller decided / to offer Balzac 3,000 francs (about 63
million yen) / for his next book.// When he saw / that Balzac lived in a poor
neighborhood, / the offer became 2,000 francs.// When he saw / that Balzac
lived on the top floor, / the cheapest room/ in the days before elevators, / it
became 500 francs.// When he saw / Balzac dipping bread in water, / he

bought Balzac's next novel / for only 300 francs (6 million yen).//

A thief once broke into his apartment./ When he tried to open
Balzac's writing desk, / he heard a laugh.// Balzac was awake!// He was
laughing/ at how much risk the thief had taken,/ looking for money/ in a desk

by night,/ though the owner could find no cash / in it by day.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank]

It 1s to be an artist. Balzac, a famous and
successful novelist was forever poor. He wrote Pere
Goriot, and his "The Comedy" is nearly 90 novels
long.

One decided to offer Balzac 3,000 francs
(about 63 ) for his next book. When
he saw that Balzac lived in a poor , the offer became
2,000 . When he saw that Balzac lived on the top
floor, the room in the days before ,

it became 500 francs. When he saw Balzac dipping bread in water, he

bought Balzac's next for only 300 francs (6 million

yen).

When he tried to open Balzac's writing desk, he heard a laugh. Balzac

was ! He was laughing at how much risk the thief had

taken, looking for in a desk by night, though the

owner could find no cash in it by

_ [Q&A/A&Q]

Question 1: What did Balzac write?

Question 2: Why did Balzac laugh?

Question 3: Do you like books? If so, what kind? If not, why not?
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A thief once his apartment.
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Sample Answer 1: Pére Goriot / novels / The Human Comedy

Sample Answer 2: A thief tried to find money in his desk, but he could never
find any there himself.

Sample Answer 3: I like books, books with no words but only pictures./
I do not like books because they smell bad./

etc...

Sample Question 1: How much was Balzac payed for a book? /
To what did the bookseller reduce the price for Balzac’s next book after
seeing how poor the man was? /

etc...

Sample Question 2: Where was the thief in the story? /
Why was the thief laughed at in the story? /

Who was this thief? /

Did the thief escape? / etc...

Sample Question 3: What is Pere Goriot about? /
Why was Balzac poor even though he was famous? /
What did it smell like in Paris? /

ete...




