- Christmas -

Christmas, from Christ Mass,/ is a Christian holiday on December 25,/ celebrating
the birth of Jesus.// Traditionally,/ the moment that God became Man so that Man might
become God*/ occurred at Christ’s miraculous conception/ on March 25, the spring equinox.//
Nine months later, December 25,/ about the time of the winter solstice,/ the god-man was

born.//

Images of the birth of Christ/ show him/ in a stable under a shining star,/ watched
donkey

by an ass and an ox,/ receiving gifts from three kmgs and local shepherds.// The Christian
God,/ like a prince pretending to be poor/ in order to win his true love,/ chose the path of the
small/ rather than of the great;/ a light shining in darkness.// The birth was marked/ by the

appearance of a star.// Three Em%s read the astrological signs,/ and brought gifts to the child
Christ,/ frightening the local king,/ who killed all the children of Christ's hometown/ to prevent
the upstart of prophecy from taking his throne.// Jesus’ family fled the assassins by night.// The
most worshipped man in history/ began his life humble and hunted.// The contrast of a future/

righteous king/ with a corrupt tyrant/ continues the theme of a small light overcoming a great
darkness.//

Saint Ni cholas

Santa Claus, a corruption of St Nicholas,/ is a Christian saint celebrated on December

6,/ who is known for his gift giving.// This holiday has merged with Christmas in recent times.//
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The Christian themes of light, gifts, and romance/ remain the focus of the holiday,/ even for Rl é/ 3'5;\" ') 2 hgﬁﬁm/\‘* TAY//
non-Christians.//
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| Summary® Fill Blank:

Christmas is a of the birth of Christ on December
25 taking place near the time of the winter . For Christians it is
important that . Art depicts the birth as taking
place undera___ in a stable with the presence of , shepherds, and

. Christ was born in a humble setting, and immediately a target of

. The celebration of St Nicholas ( )

has meraed with in recent vears.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ on December 25 taking place near the time of the winter solstice. For Christians it is
important that God became Man. Art depicts the birth as taking place under a star in a stable with the presence of animals, shepherds, and kings.
Christ was born in a humble setting, and immediately a target of political violence. The celebration of St Nicholas (Santa Claus) has merged with

Christmas in recent years.




