- Describing Visions 1 -

We often see art/ without any background knowledge of the artist.// How then can
we interpret without explanation?//

Contrast is the basis of imagery:/ without it, nothing would be visible.// White words
on a white page/ would do us little good in a book.// Light and dark, or white and black,/ are
therefore the fundamental building blocks/ of all images.// The part of an image with the highest
contrast/ is usually the most important,/ and it is the easiest to see.//

Consider:/ “she wore all white, but all her friends wore black.”// Let us imagine her
in light and her friends in shadow.// It is a "dark" world,/ in which the "light" is rare and small.//
Her friends are in shadow, and make "dark" expressions.// She may be in danger.// The white
wedding dress,/ and the black mourning dress/ are suggested by the colors;/ therefore, the
painting is about life and death,/ with death being stronger and larger/ because the darkness is
larger in the frame.// The woman is a "light in the darkness,"/ -being physically bright-/ and to
some degree represents "enlightenment" and clarity,/ as opposed to confusion and shadow.//

Conversely,/ “she wore all black, but all her friends wore white”/ with light and shadow
reversed/ shows the loneliness of being "gloomy"/ when everyone else is "bright" and happy.//
She is "in the dark," and lost,/ just as we cannot see details on the canvas.//This is visual

metaphor.// To describe the physical characteristics/ is to say what it means.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

is the basis of all visual ; therefore, and , Or and
, are the most important part of metaphor. The bright area of an image may light,
, brightness, clarity, and more. The dark area may represent darkness, gloom, , and other such ideas. By
describing the physical of an image, it is possible to discover its

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Contrast is the basis of all visual images; therefore, dark and light, or black and white, are the most important part of visual metaphor. The
bright area of an image may represent light, enlightenment, brightness, clarity, and more. The dark area may represent darkness, gloom, mystery, and

other such ideas. By describing the physical appearance of an image, it is possible to discover its metaphorical meaning.




