- Describing Visions 2 -

In an earlier article,/ we have seen/ how light and dark are the most fundamental
elements of visual imagery.// Let us now consider another, basic aspect of visual metaphor/ that
can help us to read an image:/ above and below.//

The simplest and most common image of this is the triangle.// Like the gods ruling
men,/ like a king over his people,/ the higher ones see farther and give directions,/ but the lower
ones feel more intensely/ and are the source of the power/ without which nothing would get
done.// As the hands compared to the feet,/ the higher are more sensitive/ and have a finer
control,/ but the lower are what moves the whole.// We may eat what we like,/ but when the
stomach has a complaint,/ it cannot be ignored.// The mouth has control and a finer taste,/ but
its power is not unlimited/ and it depends on the stomach.// This is all like a triangle,/ where
the top is a fine point,/ and the base is a large support.// This is why/ it is very important to

notice what is above and what is below/ when viewing an image.//

Let us consider the possible significance / of four contrasting images:/ a hand from
above lifting a man up,/ a hand from above pushing a man down,/ hands from below lifting a
woman up,/ and hands from below dragging a woman down.// We can see /that not only the

position of an element,/ but its direction are of great importance / to the meaning of an image.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

The aspects of and are important in interpreting imagery. Represented as a ,
the relationship of the high and low is a relationship of and subservience, of direction and , of
and gross. The high directs the low, but the low the high, and these aspects of our lived experience are by the
visual and orientation of elements in an

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
The aspects of above and below are important in interpreting visual imagery. Represented as a triangle, the relationship of the high and low is a relationship of
authority and subservience, of direction and action, of fine and gross. The high directs the low, but the low upholds the high, and these aspects of our lived experience are

represented by the visual location and orientation of elements in an image.




