- Fact Follows Fiction -

Modern humanity is more artistic than it will admit.// Our arts are older than our
sciences.// Technology, and science too,/ are always led by dreams of beauty.//

Star Trek* inspired the invention of the cell phone.// Fact follows fiction.//

Even scientific words like evolution/ are as firmly bound to myths as facts.//

The facts are simple:/ organisms change,/ and we are not the same/ as those that
came before.// Most changes do not aid survival,/ most change leads to death.// The weak
are as evolved as the strong.//

A 19th century mythology preceded Darwin's theory.// The myth says/ that life
began small, weak, and ugly,/ but fought long and hard,/ all red in tooth and claw:/ the light
of life/ embattled against all dark death's decay.// The weak slowly grew strong;/ therefore,
the weak are less "evolved."// With time came culture and intelligence/ that overcame the
old barbarity;/ therefore, the simple must be "backward,"/ and the smart must be
"advanced."// The myth continues.// Future men, or something they create,/ will reign in
glory,/ godlike over all;/ supreme and lovely to the final day.// Yet night, at last, must
come.// The universe will die,/ though all the mighty gods and heroes gather for one final
blaze of glory.// Life's last light/ will "not go gentle into that good night."// True heroes
"rage,/ rage against the dying of the light."/ The greatest beauty, and the strongest power
of all time/ become the final climax of the world.//

After the myth grew popular,/ the science "proved" that it was "true."//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Fiction scientific research and development. Star Trek inspired the . There is a 19th
century myth of in which light and life battle and until the strongest possible beings have a final
showdown with death, and all plunges into . It came before Darwin's , and was more popular than the
Science was then used to the myth.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Fiction inspires scientific research and technological development. Star Trek inspired the cell phone. There is a 19th century myth of evolution in which light
and life battle death and darkness until the strongest possible beings have a final showdown with death, and all plunges into darkness. It came before Darwin's theory, and

was more popular than the science. Science was then used to justify the myth.




