- Government Control on Rice Market -

Rice is more than just a staple food in Japan.// Rooted in culture and tradition,/ the influence of
rice extends to food security in Japan,/ as the government sensibly safeguards both rice market and
farmers.//

Historically,/ centralized government control over rice distribution and monopolies were possible
/ through the Food Control Law of 1942.// The government ensured the stable price of rice / by controlling
the market,/ playing a pivotal role in the post-war reconstruction period.// During the 1960s and 1970s,/
farmers were producing more rice with government support,/ and this resulted in overproduction.// The
surplus stocks triggered / the introduction of the “gentan” policy in 1970.// This policy encouraged farmers
to diversify their crops.// Subsidies were provided to farmers / who agreed to reduce their rice acreage.// In
1995,/ Japan entered the World Trade Organization (WTO)/ and was compelled to open its rice market/
because of the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture.// Even then, the government allowed imported
rice / equivalent to only 8% of total domestic rice consumption/ with an added tariff / on the grounds of
protecting Japanese farmers and ensuring food security.//

Today,/ unpredictable weather patterns / driven by climate change / coupled with an aging
society/ with the average age of rice farmers being 67,/ pose significant threats to rice production.//
Moreover, there is a gradual decline in rice consumption,/ partly exacerbated by the rising price of rice.//
Further liberalization of the market / through multilateral agreements / adds complexity to this issue,/

calling for a need to take careful steps / to maintain a sustainable rice production and farming community.//
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256 words Unilateral trade agreements are one-sided trade
arrangements that benefit only one country.
Time for 120 wpm Bilateral trade agreements are between two
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agreements are between more than two countries.
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Rice is an integral part of Japan’s culture, , and food security. With the Food Control Law in , the government
started controlling the rice market for ensuring price of rice, monitor local rice as well as foreign to
control demand and the farmers. Today, climate change, society, decline in rice , and more open

market make the landscape more complex.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

Rice is an integral part of Japan’s culture, tradition, and food security. With the Food Control Law in 1942, the government started controlling the rice
market for ensuring stable price of rice, monitor local rice production as well as foreign import to control demand and protect the farmers. Today, climate

change, ageing society, decline in rice consumption, and more open market make the landscape more complex.




