- Setsubun -

Setsubun means a change of seasons.// Spring’s arrival is the
most festive Setsubun.// It happens most years on February 3.// At
shrines and temples and family homes,/ people cry / "Out with the Oni!
In with Fortune!"/ as they chase off evil/ by throwing beans / at a man
/ in oni costume.//

Some keep out oni/ by decorating with a sardine head/ on a
holly branch.// The smell, the prickly leaves, and the cleansing powers
of holly/ all help. //

But chasing off evil is not enough.// People bring in fortune/ by
eating Ehomaki, / uncut sushi rolls/ filled with seven ingredients /
representing the seven gods of fortune.// They are eaten silently/ in
one sitting,/ while facing the lucky direction.// This direction changes
each year,/ as it faces the location / of one of ten gods/ which each
govern luck/ for one year in turn.//

May this spring be a change for the better.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank]  [0&A / A&Q]

Question 1: What does setsubun mean?

Setsubun means a of . Spring’s
arrival is the most festive . It happens most years on
February 3. At and and family

Question 2: Why does an ehomaki have seven fillings?

, people cry "Out with the Oni! In with Fortune!" as

they chase off evil by beans at a man in oni costume.

Some keep out oni by with a sardine head on a Question 3: What is your favorite part of Setsubun?
holly branch. The , the prickly leaves, and the

all help.
Ask 1: ZZ2 28 [Oni] TH2HEMZHRBETHEHNTL AT

But chasing off evil is not . People bring in
fortune by eating ehomaki, filled with
seven ingredients the seven gods of fortune. Ask 2: Fortune Ic 2T OB % HEECE LT 72X
They are eaten in one sitting, while facing the lucky
direction. This direction each year, as it faces the location

. . Ask3: ALICOWTHID 7w Z L A HEFET L DFH LTI 0w
of one of ten gods which each govern luck for one year in turn.

May this spring be a for the




Sample Answer 1: A change of seasons.

Sample Answer 2: One for each god of luck.

Sample Answer 3: Beans / Oni / Going to a shrine / sardines / the weather /

etc...

Sample Question 1: What do we throw at Oni? /
What do oni dislike to smell? /

What direction do Oni go after setsubun? /
Etc...

Sample Question 2: How many gods of fortune are there?/
What direction do we want fortune to go?/
What is the best fortune in your life? /

etc...

Sample Question 3: Why are prickly leaves scary to oni? /

Did people once celebrate the other setsubun too? /
Why does the lucky direction have to change each year? /

etc...




