- Setsubun -

Setsubun means a change of seasons.// Spring’s arrival is the most festive Setsubun,/
celebrated most years on February 3.// At shrines and temples and family homes,/ people cry
"Out with the Oni! In with Fortune!"/ as they chase off evil/ by throwing beans at an oni/ played
by a man in a traditional mask and costume.//

Another way of keeping out oni/ is by decorating with a sardine head/ impaled upon
holly.// The smell, the prickly leaves and the cleansing powers of holly/ all ward off evil.//
Purificatory rites with holly rods/ were the original court ritual of Setsubun.// Emperor Monmu
bestowed a holly-wood spear/ eight fathoms long/ upon Ise Shrine in AD 702.//

Old tools were once exorcised on Setsubun,/ for after a hundred years/ objects are
said/ to transform and be filled with spirit.// A humorous poem from AD 1508/ describes
Setsubun Eve/ as a Hundred Oni Parade.// Old, abandoned tools joined the march/ in altered
forms,/ thirsting for revenge on humanity.// There is hope/ for even these grudge-bearing tools,
however,/ as they are said to become Buddhist priests/ after sufficiently listening to Ichiren, the
juzu rosary.//

Merely expelling evil is not enough.// People invite fortune/ by eating ehomaki,/
uncut sushi rolls/ filled with seven ingredients/ representing the seven gods of fortune.// They
are eaten silently/ in one sitting,/ while facing the lucky direction.// This direction changes each
year,/ as it faces the location of one of ten gods/ which each govern luck/ for one year in turn.//

May this new season be a change for the better.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Setsubun means a of , and is most celebrated with the coming of on
People say " Oni! __  Fortune!" and throw at a man in . Some
decorate with a on to keep out oni. Old tools were once on Setsubun. People also invite
by eating an ehomaki sushi __ while facing the

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Setsubun means a change of seasons, and is most celebrated with the coming of spring on February 3. People say "Out with the Oni! In with
Fortune!" and throw beans at a man in oni costume. Some decorate with a sardine on holly to keep out oni. Old tools were once exorcised on Setsubun.

People also invite fortune by eating an ehomaki sushi roll while facing the lucky direction.




