Asteroid Apophis

Asteroid Apophis,/ named after an ancient Egyptian deity,/ is a near-Earth asteroid / that
has garnered significant attention/ from scientists and space enthusiasts.// Discovered in 2004,/
Apophis measures approximately 370 meters in diameter.// Initially,/ there was concern / about its
potential impact with Earth/ due to calculations/ suggesting a high probability of collision in 2029.//
However,/ subsequent observations have significantly reduced this risk.//

On April 13, 2029,/ Apophis will pass within 32,000 kilometers of Earth,/ closer than many
geostationary satellites.// This close approach will provide a unique opportunity for scientists/ to
study the asteroid in detail.// By observing Apophis,/ researchers hope to gain valuable insights/ into
its composition, structure, and trajectory,/ which can enhance our understanding of other potentially
hazardous asteroids.//

The study of Apophis also highlights the importance of planetary defense.// Learning
more about the asteroid's characteristics/ will improve our ability to predict the paths of other near-
Earth objects/ and develop strategies to mitigate possible future collisions.// The Apophis encounter
serves as a reminder of the dynamic nature of our solar system/ and the need for continuous
monitoring and preparedness.//

Opverall,/ while the initial fears of a catastrophic impact have been alleviated,/ Apophis
remains a subject of great interest,/ offering a rare chance to enhance our knowledge/ and safeguard

our planet from similar threats.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:
Apophis, discovered in 2004, will pass within 32,000 km of Earth on April 13, 2029.

feared to have reduced this risk. This close offers scientists a

)

chance to study Apophis's and , Improving and

our understanding of near-Earth objects.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Asteroid Apophis, discovered in 2004, will pass within 32,000 km of Earth on April 13, 2029. Initially feared to collide, updated observations have reduced this

risk. This close approach offers scientists a unique chance to study Apophis's composition and trajectory, improving planetary defense strategies and enhancing

our understanding of near-Earth objects.




