- Nursery Rhymes -

Nursery rhymes are songs and poems/ sung or told to babies,/ often beginning
before birth.// Lullabies, nonsense, and the music of children’s games/ are a few
examples.// Besides teaching language and providing a sense of belonging,/ these rhymes
have been important for adults as well.//

The nursery rthyme is a pillar of political freedom.// Many are allegorical satires,/
which can sometimes be the only way for the powerless/ to mock the mighty.//

One example is/ "Baa, baa, Black Sheep,/ have you any wool?/ Yes, sir; yes, sit;
three bags full:/ one for my master, one for my dame,/ and one for the little boy that cried
in the lane." //

It has been understood as a cry of revolt/ originating during the reign of Edward
VI,/ when much of the English farmland was converted into sheep folds,/ resulting in
money for the powerful,/ but crisis and food shortage for the poor/ who had been driven
off the land and out of their homes.// This prefigured the later Highland clearances,/
considered by many to be the first modern act of ethnic cleansing.// Americans apply it to
slavery.//

While a child will not understand this context,/ once grown he or she will be
equipped to reapply the song,/ often with a biting edge.// Lines from the rhyme were used/
as criticism within the Royal Navy;/ Kipling used it as a title for a famous story;/ and the
song has been the target of attempted censorship in recent times,/ notably in 1999
(Burmingham. UK)./ and 2014 (Victoria. AU).//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Nursery are songs and poems for , but also . They are used for and can be a
method for the to criticize the . One example is " 3 "
which has been understood as a against the conversion of English and Highland farms into sheep folds. A child will not
understand the , but will grow to be able to use it with a

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Nursery thymes are songs and poems for children, but also adults. They are used for satire and can be a method for the powerless to criticize the powerful.
One example is "Baa Baa Black Sheep," which has been understood as a complaint against the conversion of English and Highland farms into sheep folds. A child will not

understand the context, but will grow to be able to use it with a biting edge.




