- Poetry is Scientific -

"Science arose from poetry —/ the two can meet again."- Goethe//

We know/ our modern science came to be/ through ancient magic and through
alchemy.// And magic must involve some poetry.// But poetry was not merely the dream
/of knowledge, or of powers yet unseen/ that modern science now can bring to light.// No,
poetry itself was once the height of learning.// Back then, verse meant memory.//

Lucretius lived in ancient Rome,/ and he wrote over 7000 lines of verse/ called
"On the Nature of the Universe."// The following translation shows his style:/

"Now first of all we find that everywhere” / “In all directions, horizontally,” / “Below
and above throughout the universe” / “There is no limit, as I have demonstrated."//

The argument, we see, is plainly stated,/ for verse is verse/ by rhythm and by
thyme.// It is a language of well measured time:/ a formulaic, rationalized speech,/ more
scientific than mere prose;/ for each number is no mere memory aid, far more!// "Poetry

can communicate before it's understood."// So said one poet,/ and new Welsh research

shows/ thought patterns expand/ when reading verse, even when unaware.//

The readers could not tell/ when poetry was there,/ but different parts of their
brains were in use,/ increasing mental functions/ that produce solutions to complex
problems.// In fact,/ the sentences were clear;/ they were compact;/ and they were rated/
as better than those sentences which had been composed in prose.// Therefore, some

scholars recently proposed/ that research should not be written in prose.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Science was born of and , studies which involve . was once the primary method of
memory. Ancient Romans wrote texts in verse, which is regulated speech. The and
nature of poetry makes it more than prose. Research shows that verse the problem solving capacity of readers, even
when that they are reading poetry. Some propose publishing in verse.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

Science was born of magic and alchemy, studies which involve poetry. Verse was once the primary method of memory. Ancient Romans wrote scientific texts in
verse, which is thythmically regulated speech. The formulaic and rational nature of poetry makes it more scientific than prose. Research shows that verse increases the

problem solving capacity of readers, even when unaware that they are reading poetry. Some scholars propose publishing research in verse.




