- Japanese Tea-

Japan is widely recognized / as one of the leading matcha producers / in the world.// Matcha
is enjoyed globally today / in various forms / like ice cream and cakes.// Although Japan seems to be
associated / with the origin of matcha, / its origins actually trace back in China.// The first documented
introduction / of tea to Japan / dates back to 805 A.D., / when monks Saicho and Kukai brought it
back / from China during the Tang dynasty.// At first, / tea was rare and expensive, / so it was mainly

consumed / among aristocrats / and it did not prevail to the general public.//

Tea culture expanded in the Kamakura period / when the Buddhist priest Eisai brought tea
to Japan / in the 12th century / and published a book on tea practices / in 1211.// His disciple, / Myoe,
began cultivating tea / in Kyoto’s Togano-o, / one of Japan’s earliest tea-producing areas.// During
the Muromachi period, / Shogun Yoshimitsu Ashikaga supported the tea gardens of Uji, Kyoto, /
solidifying its role in Japan’s tea industry.// In the Azuchi-Momoyama period, / Sen no Rikyu
established the concept of Wabi-sabi, / celebrating simplicity, / a philosophy still enjoyed in Japan
today.//

Even though it was once a luxury activity / for high ranked people, / tea is now a daily
enjoyment for everyone, / reflecting the efforts of those / who helped spread its culture.// As tea is
popular / among tourists today ,/ this tea culture may widely spread / and new traditions of tea / may

develop all over the world / in the near future.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Even though, matcha is in Japan, it n and was to Japan in
A.D. by . Over time, tea culture in Japan, particularly during the 12th century with Eisai
and Myoe's . By the Azuchi-Momoyama , Sen no Rikyu shaped the Wabi-sabi . Today, tea
1s widely and continues to global traditions.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Even though, matcha is popular in Japan, it originated in China and was introduced to Japan in 805 A.D. by monks. Over time, tea culture
spread in Japan, particularly during the | 2th century with Eisai and Myoe's contributions. By the Azuchi-Momoyama period, Sen no Rikyu shaped the

Wabi-sabi philosophy. Today, tea is widely enjoyed and continues to influence global traditions.




