- Crash Blossoms -

'Crash blossoms' are ambiguous newspaper headlines/ which are frequently humorous.//
The term comes from the title / of a 2009 article in Japan Today:/ 'Violinist Linked to JAL Crash
Blossoms'.// An editor in Sapporo/ saw the headline / and wondered to himself, / 'what is a crash
blossom?'// A second look made it plain/ that the headline means/ 'a violinist is now successful who
is linked to a JAL crash’, / rather than 'the police found evidence / linking a violinist/ to JAL crash-
blossoms'.//

Several wartime classics include / 'Eighth Army Push Bottles Up Germans',/ '"MacArthur
Flies Back to Front',/ and 'British Left Waffles on Falkland Islands'.//

Most of the confusion / surrounds the misidentification / of an adjective with a verb, / such
as can be seen in / 'Knife Crime: St John Ambulance to Teach Teens / to Help Stab Victims'. //

Sometimes the reverse is the case, / as can be seen in / 'Gator Attacks Puzzle Experts', / where 'attack’

is a noun, / and experts are puzzled; / or, as it could also be read, / an alligator had developed a taste
for puzzle lovers. //

Occasionally, / mixed metaphors cause confusion. // 'Patient at Death's Door—Doctors
Pull Him Through' / has mixed the metaphors / of 'being at death's door' / (being about to die) / and
‘pulling through' / (recovering from an illness or overcoming a difficulty) / in such an unfortunate
way / as to imply / that the doctors intentionally ensured / the man completed his journey into the
next life. //

Lastly, / the abbreviation of 'a’ or 'the' / can dramatically change the meaning, / as can be

seen in the case of / 'Miners Refuse to Work After Death'. //
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Vocabulary and Phrases
ambiguous VR verb BjEA
headline RHEL mixed metaphor BA &R
blossom AT D at death’s door Ho B
evidence RIEHL pull through %<
include =Rk unfortunate 2
misidentification ensure R 3 2
adjective 2K & the next life Sttt
ST RIAE || Al rights reserved.
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Crash are newspaper that can be easily . The term began with a 2009 article in
Today that confused an . Examples of crash blossoms include 'Eighth Push Up Germans', 'British Left
on Falkland Islands', and 'Miners to Death'. They are often caused by of adjectives and
verbs, or mixed such as 'Patient at Death's Door - Doctors

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

Crash blossoms are newspaper headlines that can be easily misread. The term began with a 2009 article in Japan Today that confused an editor. Examples of
crash blossoms include 'Eighth Army Push Bottles Up Germans', 'British Left Waffles on Falkland Islands', and 'Miners Refuse to Work After Death'. They are often

caused by confusion of adjectives and verbs, or mixed metaphors such as 'Patient at Death's Door - Doctors Pull Him Through'.




