- The Ship of the Desert -

The Camel,/ the ship of the desert,/ endures drought and famine.// His
internal body temperature/ can reach 42 degrees Celsius/ without breaking a
sweat.// Their lurching steps quicken/ to the rhythm of Arabic camel songs.//
This is not to say/ that they enjoy it,/ for camels are famous/ for grumbling under
a burden.// Though generally docile,/ the temperamental beasts can be
dangerous.// They are quite capable of severing limbs/ with powerful bites.//
Male dromedaries/ (Arabian riding camels)/ fight by tripping/ and then
pounding opponents with their knees.// They are known/ to occasionally throw
passing riders/ down the steep defiles of narrow mountain passes/ unprovoked.//

The camel/ originated in North America,/ and the llama and alpaca are
his cousins.// Introduced to Australia in the 19th century,/ feral herds proliferated
tremendously.// In 2009,/ residents of Docker River, Australia/ were trapped in
their homes/ by 6,000 marauding feral camels.// The pests are managed/ by

snipers in helicopters.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank]  [0&A / A&Q]

The Camel. the of the endures Question 1: What is the ship of the desert?

drought and  famine. His

can reach 42 degrees Celsius without

breaking a sweat. Their lurching , quicken to the
rhythm of camel songs. This is not to say that they Question 2: How can camels be dangerous?
enjoy it, for are famous for grumbling under a

Though generally docile, the

beasts can be dangerous. They

Question 3: Do you like camels? Why or why not?

are of severing limbs with
powerful bites. Male dromedaries (Arabian camels)
fight by tripping pounding opponents

with their knees. They are known to occasionally throw
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helicopters.




Sample Answer 1: The camel is the ship of the desert.

Sample Answer 2: They can bite off limbs.

They can throw men down, and pound them with knees.
They can come in massive herds and destroy things.
Etc...

Sample Answer 3: I like camels because the humps are bumpy.
I do not like camels because they smell bad.

I like camels because I like my camel hair coat.

Etc...

Sample Question 1: Along with the alpaca, what is a cousin of the camel?

Sample Question 2: Do you like camel songs?
What do camel songs sound like?

Why do camels like songs?

Etc...

Sample Question 3: Why do they shoot camels from helicopters?
What does camel milk taste like?

How long has mankind lived with the camel?

Etc...




