- Agincourt -

On 15 October, St Crispin's Day, AD 1415, / a great battle was fought at
Agincourt. // 6,000 English soldiers, / mainly bowmen, had not eaten in four days. // They
fought a fresh French host, / double their number, / in some muddy fields between thick
woods. // The French host grew with time. // The English camp was silent all the night; /
to wait was to starve, / to fight risked all, / so England fought. // Henry V of England fought
on foot / in the front lines, / a golden crown upon his helmet / was damaged in the fight. //
Shakespeare immortalized his battle address, / now the most famous English speech. // It
is abridged below: /

"If we are marked to die, / we are enough to do our country loss; / and if to live,
/ the fewer men, the greater share of honour. // God’s will! // I ask you, / wish not one man
more... // Saint Crispin's day shall never go by, / from this day to the ending of the world,
/ but we in it shall be remembered; // We few, we happy few, / we band of brothers; // For
he today that sheds his blood with me / shall be my brother... // Gentlemen in England now
a-bed / shall think themselves accursed / they were not here, / and hold their manhoods
cheap / whiles any speaks that fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s day." //

The arrows flew, / the French fell, / crushed and trampled by their own advancing
numbers / in the churning mud. // Legend says / the French threatened / to cut the fingers

off all English bowmen, / who, in turn, / taunted their enemies with the 'V' sign.* //
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Summary® Fill Blank:

On St Day, 15 October AD , the English defeated the at Agincourt. The English were
outnumbered and , and they chose to fight, Henry V participating on the . His
speech was by Shakespeare. English felled French knights, and the 'V' sign is connected to the archers
of Agincourt.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
On St Crispin's Day, 15 October AD 1415, the English defeated the French at Agincourt. The English were outnumbered and starving, and they chose to fight,
Henry V participating on the front lines. His inspirational speech was immortalized by Shakespeare. English arrows felled French knights, and the 'V' sign is legendarily

connected to the archers of Agincourt.




