- Children’s Day -

The 5th of May is Children's Day! // Windsocks depicting carp are raised across
Japan, / for carp that swim upstream / are said to become dragons. // So too are children /
hoped to fight against the struggles of this life —and overcome. // Inside the home a doll
or model / may be on display: / samurai armor, showing martial strength; / Momotaro, the
animal befriending, demon slaying folk hero; / or Kintaro. //

Some say /that Kintaro, Sakata no Kintoki as he later was renamed, / was born a
son of thunder and a mountain hag. // He spoke the language of the animals, / and had
such strength / that, even as a child, / he could uproot a tree with his bare hands. // He
wrestled bears, / and helped the villagers to collect wood. // His favorite axe was always by
his side. // He served a famous samurai, Minamoto no Yorimitsu, / and soon was known
throughout the land / as one of Japan's "Four Heavenly Kings."// Once, Yorimitsu fell ill, /
but soon discovered / that his priest was a disguised spider-beast. // He cut his way out of
the webs and the illusions, / but was weak with poison; he couldn’t pursue the foe. //
Kintaro ran down the monster with his companion, / then he defeated it with the sword
given to him by Yorimitsu. //

In the hope that their children will be as strong as Kintaro, / some mothers give
them iris baths on Children's Day. // Iris leaves look much like swords, / and the Japanese

word for iris (shoubu) / is a homonym with "duel" and "valor."//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Children's day is a holiday on 5 . Carp are raised, and samurai are placed as
so that the children can grow up to be . One famous samurai often used in decoration is who became one of Japan's
" ," and once killed a giant spider-beast. Another on Children's day is to give a child an
because iris is a homonym of in Japanese.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Children's day is a Japanese holiday on 5 May. Carp windsocks are raised, and model samurai are placed as decorations so that the children can grow up to be
strong. One famous samurai often used in decoration is Kintaro who became one of Japan's "Four Heavenly Kings," and once killed a giant spider-beast. Another custom

on Children's day is to give a child an iris bath because iris is a homonym of valor in Japanese.




