- St John's Eve -

St John's Eve,/ also know as Midsummer,/ is a Christian
festival on 23 June/ that is a pair with Christmas/ (which takes place
in midwinter)// They are near the longest and shortest days/ of the
year. //

In Russia,/ midsummer is like Halloween,/ and is associated
with horror.// The English associate the night / with faeries and magic/
which is why Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream | is set on
this date. // Modern witches* often claim / that the holiday is therefore
not Christian,/ but this is untrue.// No European people celebrated
Midsummer / before becoming Christian. //

The celebration is marked/ by great bonfires. / To jump over
the flames / is to win good luck,/ though this is only possible near the
dawn,/ when the fire is low.// People play all night, dance, drink, sing/
tell scary stories,/ and say prayers.// The ash from the fires is used /
to bless the land, animals, and individuals; / and as protection from
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faeries.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank]  [0&A / A&Q]

Question 1: When is St John’s Eve?

St John's Eve, also know as , 1s a Christian festival on 23
June that is a pair with (which takes place in
idwinter). Th th d d f th . . ) .
midwinter) €y are hear the an ays of Hhe yeat Question 2: What do people use the ashes from Midsummer bonfires for?
In , midsummer is like Halloween, and is associated with

horror. The English associate the night with

—_ . . uestion 3: How do you play or pray on summer nights?
, which is why Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream Q you play oF pray &

is set on this date. Modern often claim that the holiday is

not Christian, but this is untrue. No
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The is marked by great bonfires. To jump over the
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when the fire is low. People play all night, dance, drink, sing, tell scary stories,

and say . The ash from the fires is used to bless the land, animals,
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Sample Answer 1: 23 June, midsummer, near the longest day of the year.

Sample Answer 2: Blessing land, animals, people, and to protect from

faeries.

Sample Answer 3: Scary stories / reading / tasty food / gaming / karaoke /

meditation / sports / etc...

Sample Question 1: Where is Midsummer associated with horror?

Sample Question 2: Where do people dance on St John’s Eve?
What dance is done around the fire?
Do the Faeries dance too?

etc...

Sample Question 3: What is a modern witch?
What are the faeries?
Why is summer scary?

ete...




