- Midsummer -

St John's Eve (Midsummer)is a Christian festival/ on 23 June,/ paired with
Christmas:/ midsummer, and midwinter.//

The Russian equivalent of Halloween/ takes place on St John's Eve.// "Night on
Bald Mountain" is a musical rendition / of this summer horror.// Latvian witches were
said/ to steal luck/ by taking the dew on St John's morn.// Modern witches therefore claim/
to have originated the festival,/ but midsummer was not celebrated/ until the advent of
Christianity,/ and is entirely of Christian origin.//

St John is the patron saint of Canadians.// The national anthem, O Canada,/ was
composed for Jean Baptiste celebrations// Young Spanish ladies/ bathed in St John's dew/
so as to be blessed with beauty.//

Midsummer is celebrated/ with bonfires, music, dance,/ storytelling, and sports//
Safety concerns,/ complaints about road closures,/ and anti-pollution efforts (20th century
Irish often burnt tires) / have curtailed, /though not stamped out, these celebrations.//
Church bells are rung,/ prayers are chanted,/ and the wine begins to flow.// Festivities last
all night long, / and many youths jump over the dying embers, / praying for a good
marriage.// Couples also jump over the embers/ to bless their futures.// The ash is used to
fertilize fields,/ protect crops from disease,/ and to bless livestock.// It is said/ to ward off
the magic of the fae.*// People often take some home for luck.// Occasionally,/ a trickster
from a neighboring village/ will steal a lucky coal,/ and snatch the luck for his own town.//

May we all be blessed by the light/ that never fails.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

St John's Eve is a midsummer festival. Russians and Latvians associate it with , and modern witches falsely claim to
be the of festivals. It is an festival , celebrated by bonfires, , dance,
, and sports. People over the for luck, and use the ash from the fires to land and
animals, and as a protection from magic.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
St John's Eve is a midsummer Christian festival. Russians and Latvians associate it with witches, and modern witches falsely claim to be the origin of midsummer
festivals. It is an important festival around the world, celebrated by bonfires, music, dance, storytelling, and sports. People jump over the embers for luck, and use the ash

from the fires to bless land and animals, and as a protection from fae magic.




