- Tanabata -

Tanabata, / a Japanese festival / on the 7th day of the 7th month, / began
with a ritual / where a maiden wove a kimono / by a river / to pray for good harvests.
//

There is a Chinese legend / about the stars Orihime(weaving maiden) and
Hikoboshi (Herd-boy). // She wove cloth for the gods, / and fell in love / with the
cowherd of the gods. // They promptly skipped out on their duties / to spend time
together. // The gods sent them / to opposite ends of the sky, / so they would not
distract one another. // This was too harsh, / for it made them too upset / to work
at all. // They are now allowed to meet / one day a year; / if the weather is right, /
on a bridge of magpies. //

The Japanese fit the word to the deed, / and Tanabata became a little bit
romantic. // People now pray to the stars / by writing wishes on paper cards / that

decorate bamboo. //
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank] [Q&A / A&Q]

) Question 1: What Japanese festival takes place on 7 July?
Tanabata, a festival on the 7th day of the 7th month,

began with a where a maiden wove a by a river

f h . . i . .
to pray for good harvests Question 2: Why were Orihime and Hikoboshi separated?

There is a about the stars Orihime
( ) and Hikoboshi (Herd-boy). She wove cloth for
) ) i :D like Tanabata? Wh h ?
the gods, and fell in with the cowherd of the gods. They Question 3: Do you like Tanabata? Why or why not
promptly out on their duties to spend time together. The
gods sent them to ends of the sky, so they would not distract
Ask 1: % 228 [bamboo] TH 2 EHMZEFETHVTLZI W
one another. This was , for it made them too

upset to work at all. They are now allowed to meet one day a year; if

the weather is right, on a bridge of . Ask2: Prayer Ic oW T OB A HEECE LT A X 0

The Japanese ,

and Tanabata became a little bit romantic. People now pray to the stars

. . Ask 3: ALUCOWTHID 20T EZFEFET LI OFLTL AT W
by writing wishes on paper cards that decorate bamboo.




Sample Answer 1: Tanabata

Sample Answer 2: Because they skipped out on their duties.

Sample Answer 3: I like Tanabata because I love the story. /
I like Tanabata because I think the decorations are pretty /
I dislike Tanabata because I hate making decorations /

etc...

Sample Question 1: On what do people hang their Tanabata wishes?

Sample Question 2: To whom do people pray on Tanabata? /
What would you wish for on Tanabata? /

What is prayer? /

Etc...

Sample Question 3: How can a star weave? /
For what god did the weaving maiden weave her kimono before the coming
of the Chinese legend to Japan? /

etc...




