- Tanabata -

Tanabata is a Japanese festival/ on the 7th day of the 7th month.// Originally, a maiden
was appointed/ to weave a kimono by a river/ in preparation for the coming of a god:/ a ritual to
ensure good harvests.// With the arrival of Buddhism,/ it became a preparation for the Obon
festival.//

A Chinese festival / inspired by the legend of the stars Orihime (weaving maiden) and
Hikoboshi (Herd-boy),/ heavenly lovers separated by a river,/ was celebrated in the same month.//
She was the weaver of garments/ for the heavenly kingdom,/ and she fell in love/ with the heavenly
cowherd.// Unfortunately, they neglected their duties/ to spend time with each other/ and were
banished to opposite ends of the heavens.// This was too harsh,/ and they were too dismayed to
work,/ so they were allowed to meet one day a year.//

The Japanese were delighted/ by this parallel / with the riverside weaving of Tanabata,/
and adapted the legend to the practice.// People now write wishes on paper cards/ that decorate
bamboo/ as they pray to the stars.// The magpies are said to make a bridge/ to let the two lovers
meet,/ if only once a year when the weather permits.//

Tanabata has not been celebrated every year/ throughout all of Japan/ because of a change
in the calendar in 1873// Sendai kept the tradition as much as possible, / though not without
interruption.// It was revived / after the war, / after a devastating 2011 earthquake,/ and again after

the COVID-19 pandemic.// Where love remains, nothing is fully lost.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Tanabata began in Japan as a whereby a maiden wove a for a god to ensure a good . It was enriched by the
adaptation of a about the stars and which tells of how the two , ceased to work, and
were forced but for one day a year so as to continue in their . Celebrated on , people decorate bamboo with
wishes, especially for after

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

Tanabata began in Japan as a ritual whereby a maiden wove a kimono for a god to ensure a good harvest. It was enriched by the adaptation of a Chinese legend
about the stars Orihime and Hikoboshi which tells of how the two fell in love, ceased to work, and were forced apart but for one day a year so as to continue in their

duties. Celebrated on 7 July, people decorate bamboo with wishes, especially for recovery after disaster.




