- Folk Music -

Some say/ radio democratized music.// Radio homogenized music.// It gave no
voice to the people,/ it spoke one voice over the people.// Before radio,/ folk made their
own music: folk music.// Songs passed from mother to child.// Songs spread from the old
man down the street.// New lyrics gave new life to old tunes/ because folk music is not a
genre,/ but a culture.// This is why it cannot easily be "revived."// Folk music is not
learned,/ but inherited.// No broadcast, no recording, is folk music,/ but performative
music.// Folk must be live.//

Folk sang their histories in ballads,/ made music while they worked,/ lulled
children to sleep,/ and —all is fair in love and war —/ bothered their neighbors.//

Work songs allow/ the coordination of hundreds of people/ for a single task.// By
moving to the rhythm of the music,/ the sound of work becomes integral to the song.// It
eases the burden of labor.// One sailor said/ "a good song was worth ten men on a rope,"/
which was helpful/ because sailors raised 2 ton anchors/ by man-power alone.// Their sea
shanties are popular/ both in performance and as work songs/ to this day.// The Irish
"Drunken Sailor" and the Japanese "Souranbushi" are well-known examples.// American
"gandy dancers" were railroad workers/ who realigned the tracks.// Teams of men,/
wielding 9kg steel bars,/ lifted and shifted the railroads of America.// The tracks which
would not yield to fully loaded trains/ gave way for the men with the song.//

What will you inherit?// What will you bequeath?//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Folk songs are songs. Folk music is therefore not a , but a , and 1is difficult to revive. Radio broadcasts or
of folk music cease to be folk music. They become music. Folk music includes ballads, work
, and . Work songs coordinate labor and ease its . Two examples of work music are sea for
sailors, and gandy who used music to coordinate the realignment of train tracks.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Folk songs are inherited songs. Folk music is therefore not a genre, but a culture, and is difficult to revive. Radio broadcasts or recordings of folk music cease to
be folk music. They become performative music. Folk music includes ballads, work songs, and lullabies. Work songs coordinate labor and ease its burden. Two examples

of work music are sea shanties for sailors, and gandy dancers who used music to coordinate the realignment of train tracks.




