— Edmund Burke on Marie Antoinette 1793 (simplified)

It is now sixteen years/ since [ saw the Queen of France at Versailles.// Surely,/

there never was on earth,/ which she hardly seemed to touch,/ a more delightful vision.// I

saw her shining like the morning star/ full of life and splendor and joy.//

Oh, what a revolution!// That elevation and that fall!// Little did I dream,/ when

she was so respected, honored, and loved,/ that she should ever be forced to carry/ the

sharp cure’ for disgrace in her heart;/ little did I dream/ that I should have lived to see/

such disasters fallen upon her,/ in a nation of heroic men,/ in a nation of honorable men

and of chivalry!// I thought ten thousand swords must have leaped /from their scabbards/

if even a look threatened to insult her.//

But the age of chivalry is gone;/ that of politicians, economists, and calculators

has come.// The glory of Europe is extinguished forever.// Never, never more,/ shall we

see/ that generous loyalty to rank and sex,/ that proud submission, / that dignified

obedience/ which kept alive even in a servant,/ the spirit of high freedom!// The unbought

grace of life,/ the cheap defense of nations,/ the nurse of manly feeling and heroic action/

is gone.// It is gone,/ that sensibility of justice,/ that purity of honor,/ which felt a stain

like a wound,/ which strengthened courage as it weakened rage,/ which ennobled whatever

it touched,/ and under which vice itself lost half its evil,/ by losing all its grossness.*//
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T Sharp Cure T

Looking at the headsman’s
axe, he said, “This is a sharp
medicine, but it is a physician
for all diseases.”
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Edmund Burke saw the of France at . He never expected such a and well woman to be
treated as horribly as she was in the . Burke would have expected the men of France to defend her from even the of
an , but, he says, the age of is gone so that Europe will see the nobility of old that made even

itself less

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Edmund Burke saw the Queen of France at Versailles. He never expected such a beautiful and well loved woman to be treated as horribly as she was in the
revolution. Burke would have expected the men of France to defend her from even the threat of an insult, but, he says, the age of chivalry is gone so that Europe will never

again see the nobility of old that made even vice itself less evil.




