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Caves are dangerous.// Contemporary spelunking safety involves/ groups of at 

least four people,/ at least three lights (with spare batteries and parts),/ food, water, 

helmets, and a first aid kit.// Dark, dangerous, and disorienting,/ caves are gateways to the 

underworld,/ and legendarily hailed as entrances to hell/ by Greek and Japanese alike.// 

Deep in these maws of death,/ so deep/ that no sunlight has ever touched the 

stony walls,/ man once dared to enter/ with nothing for light/ but a flaming torch,/ or a 

stone lamp with bone marrow for fuel.// Down in the bowels of the earth,/ these men, 

women, and children/ ground pigments, took up charcoal,/ made brushes, carved chisels,/ 

and mused on life, death, geometry, and strange forgotten gods.// 

Many such sites have acoustics which rival modern concert halls.// Did they 

sing?// They had flutes.// By the light of a fire,/ these paintings still seem to leap and 

dance,/ inspiring visions in men and women/ living over 50,000 years after they were first 

painted,/ as is the case with a narrative cave painting in Indonesia/ which gives the earliest 

record/ of our love for story.// We have been drawing for at least 75,000 years.// 

Dogs were domesticated roughly 15,000 years ago,/ and cattle as lately as 

10,000.// The cave artists, then,/ lived in a snow-swept world/ of mammoths and sabre-

toothed tigers.// No beast was a friend.// Yet these comparatively slow, small, feeble 

humans/ conquered their monsters/ with sticks and stones and fire,/ bedecking earth 

herself with their immortal dreams.// 
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Vocabulary and Phrases ＊TIPS＊  
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Total Number of words used 

 ：   255   words 

Time for 120 wpm 

 ：   128    sec. 

Time for 150 wpm 

 ：   102    sec. 

Your BEST TIME 

 ：＿＿＿＿＿ sec. 



 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

※無断複製禁止 All rights reserved. 

＊裏面の問題は音読を毎回 40分以上反復してから挑戦しましょう＊ 

Summary② Summary(50 -80 words):  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                   

Summary① Fill Blank:  

 Cave _______________ is dangerous, and caves are known in _______________ as entrances to hell. People long ago nevertheless went deep 

______________________________ with __________ and ___________to paint, draw, and carve in the caves. Often, these caves have very good 

_______________ similar to concert halls. They may have sung. They had flutes. The earliest _______________ date from 75,000 years ago, before the 

______________________________ of any animals. The first _______________ lived in a dangerous world. 

Summary③ Sample Answer:  

 Cave exploration is dangerous, and caves are known in legend as entrances to hell. People long ago nevertheless went deep underground with torches and lamps 

to paint, draw, and carve in the caves. Often, these caves have very good acoustics similar to concert halls. They may have sung. They had flutes. The earliest drawings 

date from 75,000 years ago, before the domestication of any animals. The first artists lived in a dangerous world. 


