— Suitable Style -

When men wear loud outfits, it is called peacocking/ — derisively, too,/ though
none grudges/ the peacock his tail, the lion his mane, or the stag his magnificent antlers.//
Nature often decorates/ her sons more than her daughters.// Historically,/ men had
colorful, highly ornamented armor in war;/ and in peace,/ fabulous fabrics, ruffles, lace,
and jewels. //

The high heel was invented for military use,/ adapted to men's fashion,/ and from
thence to women's.// Despite historical and animal precedent,/ most men in the
Anglosphere/ consider bright colors, lace, jewels, gold, and high heels/ to be effeminate,
artsy, or simply silly.// Why such a dramatic change?//

It began with Beau Brummel,/ the first dandy.// His outfits eventually became
the suit.// He was so popular/ that friends would gather to watch him dress/ and take
notes.// He showed off not only expensive outfits,/ but subtle taste, /which is key.// "If
people turn to look at you in the street,/ you are not well dressed, / but either too stiff, too
tight, / or too fashionable"/ he advised.// The devil —and the dandy— is in the details.*//

The first celebrity, Lord Byron,/ was a dandy too,/ which spread the look.// The
Byronic type is cynical, handsome, brooding:/ the bad boy, eternally alluring.// In his own
words,/ "He knew himself a villain/—but he deemed the rest no better than the thing he
seemed;/ And scorned the best as hypocrites/ who hid those deeds the bolder spirit plainly
did."//

The suit is a practical outfit.// Tweed, being worn for shooting,/ is rugged and
informal.// It is a survival technology/ signaling both wealth and, importantly, refined
taste.//
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The devil is in the details
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Summary® Fill Blank:

Men are considered by English speakers if they loud outfits, what is called peacocking.
Historically, men wore lace, color, and high heels; have more decorated males than females. The shift
to subtle for men began with Beau Brummel, the first dandy. The first celebrity, Lord Byron, was a
too, and this made the look . The suit is practical and a signal of wealth and refined taste.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:

Men are considered effeminate by English speakers if they wear loud outfits, what is called peacocking. Historically, men wore lace, color, and high heels; many
animals have more decorated males than females. The shift to subtle fashion for men began with Beau Brummel, the first dandy. The first celebrity, Lord Byron, was a

dandy too, and this made the look even more popular. The suit is practical and a signal of wealth and refined taste.




