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Santa Claus is adapted from St Nicholas of Myra/ (Sinterklaas in Dutch),/ a 4th 

century bishop from a wealthy family.// Once, a poor man lacked the money / for his three 

daughters' dowries,/ without which they could not marry.// If they could not marry,/ he 

would be forced/ to sell them into slavery.// Three times,/ a bag of gold was thrown through 

his window/ by a secret donor,/ and landed in a stocking/ hung by the fire to dry.// All 

three daughters married/ and avoided slavery.// The third time,/ the father ambushed the 

giver,/ discovering him to be St Nicholas.// This is why children hang "Christmas 

stockings"/ in hopes for gifts from "Santa."// One traditional gift/ is a mandarin orange/ 

representing a ball of gold.// Another long-standing tradition/ is to give gifts 

anonymously.// "Secret Santa" parties/ are events where participants anonymously prepare 

a gift/ for another member,/ decided by lottery in advance.// 

Americans began to associate St Nicholas/ with chimneys and elfs/ in 1823 with 

the poem/ "’Twas the Night Before Christmas,"/ invented his red and white coat/ for a 

Coca Cola advertisement in 1931,/ and created Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer/ for a 

department store marketing campaign/ in 1939.// Many regret the commercialization/ －

especially depictions of him running a toy factory/－ of a Saint who once saved three 

innocent men/ from execution/ by personally tearing the sword from the executioner's 

hands.// Still, even Commercial-Santa/ represents hidden generosity and love,/ in his 

way.// If you send him a letter,/ he just might reply.// 
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＊裏面の問題は音読を毎回 40分以上反復してから挑戦しましょう＊ 

Vocabulary and Phrases ＊TIPS＊  

‘Twas = it was 
mandarin orange みかん 

anonymously 覆
ふく

面
めん

/無
む

名
めい

 

participant 参加者
さんかしゃ

 

lottery  籤
くじ

 

chimney  煙突
えんとつ

 

execution 処刑
しょけい

 

generosity 気前
き ま え

 

Total Number of words used 

 ：   253   words 

Time for 120 wpm 

 ：   127      sec. 

Time for 150 wpm 

 ：   101       sec. 

Your BEST TIME 

 ：＿＿＿＿＿ sec. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary② Summary(50 -80 words):  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                   

Summary① Fill Blank:  

 Santa Claus, from the ___________ Sinterklaas, was St. Nicholas of Myra, a 4th century ___________ who famously saved ___________ young 

women from ___________ by secretly giving them the ___________ for their dowries, thrown through their window into a ___________ hung to dry. 

This is the origin of the ____________ __________. Americans fully associated Santa with commercialized ___________, his ________ ______ 

________ coat, and Rudolph by the late ___________. Some are sad that this ___________ man has been used for ______________________. 

Summary③ Sample Answer:  

 Santa Claus, from the Dutch Sinterklaas, was St. Nicholas of Myra, a 4th century bishop who famously saved three young women from slavery by secretly giving 

them the money for their dowries, thrown through their window into a stocking hung to dry. This is the origin of the Christmas stocking. Americans fully associated Santa 

with commercialized elfs, his red and white coat, and Rudolph by the late 1930s. Some are sad that this heroic man has been used for advertisement. 


