— The Tree of Knowledge -

The Tree of Knowledge was poisoned,/ but not killed.//It sounds/
like the opening line/ of a fantasy novel,/ but it is history:/ Australian
history.// The nearly 200-year-old tree/ is a monument/ to Australian
workers.// Its leaves shaded the men/ of the Great Sheep Shearers Strike
of 1891.// That year,/ the fight for better treatment at work/ nearly
turned into a war.// The workers had guns,/ so the Australian army was
called in/ to keep the peace/ for frightened business owners.//

‘The first shot fired/ will maybe cause the Australian Revolution’/
read one report/ on 22 February 1891.// Thankfully,/ self-control won
the day,/ and though the leaders of the strike were gaoled,/ no one was
killed/ in the riots.// The workers eventually won protection/ for
Australians/ in a peaceful, democratic way./ The memory of the men/
under the Tree of Knowledge/ lives on in the song Waltzing Matilda/ and
the powerful ballad/ 7The Band Played Waltzing Matilda.//

okt ErBons | LA LRICREL A7/ 2NEEZ25 /
ErELoSXnt 3/ 77 KD | resznigEr | A -2 ¢
5'Jﬂmﬁ£m&5 /] EiE200E b0k / RERTHD | -2+
YT OEEEI 5T /1 %mﬁti%tzw—m BB %< -7 / 189 | ¥z
fz RN t)méb%w LBREMER LS %0 // 208 | BiEToty Bk
WEEE ¥ B iz Liz/um‘%%umf- /] Fﬁ%tﬁ%’&ﬁaTM /
ZOEHF—RA LS UTENE BT R v | AEERET ERL
FhrsntwsREEnrnic /)

Wo i nL By

CECLHRSRANNE | RO A-2 LY TES s sk
25 ) v. prBEEcaEsNTVS /18915 2H22 ‘Efoa /] BY BT
zvic ) BHSHEREE RS /2 mwemaé%r—mﬁ kxnrn ) H#
ZREUTREFISHAL | %@%ﬁlﬂ)fuﬁ </ Fﬁ%ti%*%%t e 2
BRot | -2 b5 T LOt00 | Tl BEORFET /) %o)%r—
Lok / OO F Ik -7 | TOLNFLT = FIY, * X\ BRO%
MCEEEIFTVS / ZLTHB VAT — K / The Band Played Waltzing
Matilday ®%s Mt [/ *k TV RS, L\ BROEE waltzing 13, 4 —
A5 7HERET "BEEFHEVTERYT %, OEK

I Y=

Vocabulary and Phrases
. < . H<HL
poison 595 revolution C
v 1E52<
monument 5] report ®RE
" BB cewy £ <
shade F’:;’( E o) self-control &l A
” pupLs 352¢
shear (i%’&) M gaol MIF5 P/ 5
strike AbrS47 riot ,EE,;;“
Hon -
treatment Fow protection {3
& . BhLoTE
army =5t democratic REMN
. BYe B3 FLC
frighten g0 ballad B

Total Number of words used

S T U AE | All rights reserved.

158 words

Time for 100 wpm E
95 sec. :

Time for 120 wpm £
79 sec. :
Your BEST TIME
. S€ecC. I

* B2 1A D RHRE] %ﬁ%%ﬁ:lﬁl 40 SUERELTHOHEBLEL & 5 *




__ [Listen & Fill Blank] [Q&A / A&Q]

The Tree of was poisoned but not Question 1: Where is the Tree of Knowledge?

e the opening line of a
fantasy novel, but it is history: history. The
nearly 2 OO-year-old ___ isamonument to Australian Question 2: How did Australians win workers’ rights in the 1890s?
workers. Its leaves of the
Great Sheep Shearers Strike of 1891. That , the
fight for better treatment at work turned into

Question 3: What is your favourite tree? Why?

a war. , so the

Australian army was called in to keep the peace for

frightened business owners.

“The first shot fired will cause the Ask 11 5278 gaol) THHEMAEIFETENTI SN

Australian Revolution’ read one report on

. Thankfully, self-control won the

day, and though the leaders of the strike were gaoled, no
Ask 2: Australia [Z DWW TOERZFFETENTL ZE W

one was killed in the . The workers

won protection for Australians in a peaceful, democratic

way. The of the men under the Tree of

Knowledge lives on in the song Waltzing and Ask 3 AILTHOWTHY VI EEZFFET I HOENTLI SN

the powerful ballad 7he Band Played Waltzing Matilda.




Sample Answer 1:
Australia, the Pacific Ocean, Earth, the Milky Way, the Universe as

experienced by Australians.

Sample Answer 2: Strikes. Self-control. Peaceful, democratic methods.

By not shooting. Not by revolution, but by cooperation.

Sample Answer 3: Christmas tree because I like presents.
Bonsai trees because they are small and cute.
Cherry trees because the flowers are pretty.

Apple trees because I like apples, and am hungry.

Sample Question 1: Where did the leaders of the 1891 sheep strike go?

Sample Question 2: Does Australia exist?
Why is Australia upside down?
What animals live in Australia?

How many Australians does it take to change a light bulb?

Sample Question 3: Where did the workers get their guns?

Why did the sheep shearers strike?

What does the strike have to do with the song Waltzing Matilda?
Do you like sheep?




