- Waltzing Matilda -

Wild Australia,/ the outback, the bush,/ was first colonized by
prisoners.// Adventurers came next,/ searching for gold.// It is a wide,
wild land/ with a spirited people.// Waltzing Matildais their song,/ full of
the light, black humour/ of Australian English.// Some call it 'Strine.//
The world can thank Australian English/ for such words as 'selfie' and
'boomerang'.//

Surprisingly,/ Waltzing Matilda is not a waltz,/ but a march.//

This is because 'waltzing' is Australian walking,/ and a Matilda is a pack/
sSswagman

made by wrapping things up/ in a tent, or swag.// In the song,/ a traveller

jumbuck billabong
steals a sheep at a well,/ but its owner/ —the police in tow—/ catches

him.// The guilty party then jumps into the water,/ shouting, 'You'll never
catch me alive!'//

His ghost thereafter/ haunts the billabong,/ where it can still be
heard to whisper,/ 'Who'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?'//

Solemnly, or sillily,/ who'll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?//
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Total Number of words used

154 words

Time for 100 wpm
92 sec.

Time for 120 wpm
77 sec.

Your BEST TIME

: sec.
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank] [Q&A / A&Q]

Wild the outback. the bush. was first Question 1: Who first colonized Australia?

by prisoners. Adventurers came next,

searching for . It 1s a wide, wild land with a

. Wal. (zing Matilda s their song, Question 2: What range of moods can the song Waltzing Matilda suit?

full of the light, black humour of Australian

Some call it 'Strine. The can thank Australian
English for 'selfie' and
' ' Question 3: What is your favourite song? Why?
boomerang'.
Surprisingly, Waltzing Matildais not a , but

a march. This is because 'waltzing' i1s

, and a Matilda is a pack made by wrapping things Ask 11 527 [sheep) THHEMAEHEECTEHENTLILZI N

. swag an
up in a tent, or . In the song, a traveller steals a
jumbuck billabo . .
sheep ata we {, but its owner —the in tow—
catches him. The then jumps into the water,

Ask 2: Boomerang (ZDOWTOEMZFGFETENTL ZEWN
shouting, 'You'll never catch me alive!'

His ghost haunts the billabong, where

it can still be heard to whisper, 'Who'll come a-waltzing

Matilda with me?' Ask 38 ALIZHOWTHID oW Z & A HFET 1 oE N T ES W
Solemnly, or sillily, who'll a-waltzing

Matilda with me?




Sample Answer 1: Prisoners and adventurers.

Sample Answer 2: Solemn or silly.

Sample Answer 3:
I like ABBA’s Lay All Your Love on Me because of the harmonies.
I do not listen to music, it is too noisy and distracting.

I like Kimigayo. I love my country.

Sample Question 1: What did the man steal?

Sample Question 2: What is a boomerang?

Sample Question 3: Why go into the bush?
Is there really a billabong haunted by this ghost?
How big is Australia?

What is your national song?




