— Glarity and Specificity -

"Our enemies are innovative and resourceful/ and so are we.// They never stop
thinking about new ways to harm/ our country and our people,/ and neither do we."//
George W Bush, 43rd President of the United States,/ August 5, 2004.//

This famous phrase/ rather unfortunately implies/ that the American political
elite focus their energy entirely/ on the destruction of America itself.// Clearly, President
Bush intended to say/ that, though his enemies never stopped thinking/ of new ways to
harm his country,/ neither did he stop thinking/ of new ways to harm their countries.//
Alas, the structure of his sentence/ implies a perfect parallel with the previous phrase,/
rather than a modification of it,/ so that the impression is undeniably/ that George W Bush
is innovative and resourceful,/ and that he never stops thinking/ about new ways to harm

America and its people.// It can be dangerous to leave too much unsaid.//

Another potential pitfall/ is the overuse of pronouns,/ which may make the
subject of a sentence difficult to determine.// A striking example comes from an Essex
newspaper:/ "a few moments after/ the Countess had broken the traditional bottle of
champagne/ on the bows of the noble ship,/ she slid slowly and gracefully down the
slipway,/ entering the water with scarcely a splash."// Ships are feminine in English,/ and
so the correct reading/ is that the countess broke a bottle on the ship,/ and the ship slid
into the water./

It is of the utmost importance/ that one writes with clarity and specificity.//
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Summary® Fill Blank:

In 2004, President announced that his enemies were , and so was he; that they thought up new
ways to harm America, . He omitted to say that the he planned to harm was the country of his
. This omission made it sound like he planned on America. An Essex overused so that a
countess seemed to slip into the after launching a . is key.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
In 2004, President Bush announced that his enemies were resourceful, and so was he; that they constantly thought up new ways to harm America, and so did he.
He omitted to say that the country he planned to harm was the country of his enemies. This omission made it sound like he planned on harming America. An Essex

newspaper overused pronouns so that a countess seemed to slip into the water after launching a ship. Clarity is key.




