— Sustainable Words and Tamable Wor lds

"Sustainable" is a booming word.// At first,/ it meant “the
bearable.”// A fighting man/ may sustain many injuries/ before he falls.//
By 1680/ it included metaphorical defense of truth:/ arguments can be
sustained.//

The next great leap,/ in 1924,/ brought in the sense of
“maintaining anything at all.”// Americans desired/ to sustain economic
growth.// There were great debates/ about sustaining the whale
harvest.// By 1976,/ “

world/ for all she could sustain,/ ideally forever.// They still reach for

sustainable production” meant exploiting the

further riches,/ world without end/ —or on Mars if it does.//

From 1970 to 2024/ the use frequency of “sustainable”/ jumped
a hundredfold/ from 0.7 occurrences per million to 70.// This is more
frequent/ than both "smile" and "rock" were in 2001.// The similarly
recent "eco-friendly"/ only gained a frequency approaching 4.7/ in
2024.// Sustainability talk,/ more concerned with mass-produced
technology and big resource extraction/ than with friendliness towards a

living world,/ is called greenwashing.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank] ~ [0&A/ A&Q]

"Sustainable" is a word. At first, it meant Question 1: What did sustainable mean by 1924?

“the A fighting man sustain many

injuries before he falls. By it included

metaphorical : arguments can be

sustained. Question 2: What original meaning remains in the word sustainable?
The next leap, in 1924, brought in the

sense of “ anything at all.” Americans desired to

economic growth. There were

.. Question 3: Is there something you hope can last forever? Why?
about sustaining the whale harvest. By 1976,

“sustainable production” meant exploiting the world

sustain, ideally forever. They

still reach for further , world without end —oron
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if it does.

From 1970 to 2024 the use frequency of “sustainable”

a hundredfold from 0.7 occurrences

to 70. This is more frequent than both
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"smile" and " 'were in 2001. The similarly recent
"eco-friendly" only gained a frequency approaching 4.7 in

. Sustainability talk, more concerned with mass-

produced technology and big resource extraction than with - \
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friendliness towards a world, is called




Sample Answer 1: “Maintaining anything”

Sample Answer 2: Injury.

It implies doing damage to something in relation to death.

Sample Answer 3: I want flowers to always bloom.
I do not think anything should be permanent.
I want my youth to last forever.

I hope my favourite video game never shuts down its servers.

Sample Question 1:
When did “eco-friendly” have a use frequency of 4.7 per million?
When did “sustainable” have a use frequency of 70 per million?

In what year was the article’s most recent data collected?

Sample Question 2: Why greenwash?

What effect does greenwashing have on the economy?

Sample Question 3:

Is there something wrong with exploitation if it is sustainable?
What happened to the whales?

Why Mars?




