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The “@” sign, now seen in every email address,/ has a much older history than most people 

realize.// 

In ancient Greece,/ people used tall clay pots called amphora.// These vessels, / with two handles 

and a narrow neck,/ were used to store wine, grains and other goods.// As time went on,/ an amphora 

became a standard unit of measure.//  To save time, /  scribes drew an “a” with a long tail wrapped 

around it,/ instead of writing the entire word.//  In this way, the “@” sign was born.// 

Although the word amphora eventually disappeared from daily use,/  the symbol itself survived.// 

It appeared on typewriters/ / and was used to record prices.//  Its meaning changed dramatically in 

1971, / when computer scientist Ray Tomlinson decided to place it in the middle of address/ and sent 

the first email.// 

Since then,/ the “@” sign has spread around the world, / and people have given it new nicknames/ 

mostly based on how it looks/ rather than focusing on its history.//  In Taiwan, it is called “little 

mouse”; / in Russia, “dog”;/  and in Dutch “monkey’s tail.”// Today, it is most commonly called 

“at”/ or sometimes “commercial at”/  due to its business connection.// 

Even now,/  the sign continues to evolve.//  In Spain,/ it is sometimes used as a gender-neutral 

marker.// Since “O” is traditionally masculine / and “A” feminine,/ the word “amigos” (friends) 

can be written as “amig@s” to be more inclusive. // This shows / how a symbol that began in ancient 

trade/ still finds new life in modern communication.// 
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＊裏面の問題は音読を毎回 40分以上反復してから挑戦しましょう＊ 

Vocabulary and Phrases ＊TIPS＊  

記号「#」は、ラテン語の libra pondo（ポンド

の重さ）に由来する「ポンド」の記号から生まれ
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SNS で話題や傾向を示すのに広く使われるよう

に な っ た 。 代 表 的 な 例 と し て 
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Total Number of words used 

 ：    251  words 

Time for 120 wpm 

 ：   125.5   sec. 

Time for 150 wpm 

 ：   100.4   sec. 

Your BEST TIME 

 ：＿＿＿＿＿ sec. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary② Summary(50 -80 words):  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                   

Summary① Fill Blank:  

 The “@” sign began in ancient Greece, where scribes shortened the word amphora, a clay storage 

pot, by drawing an “a” with a curled tail. The symbol later appeared on typewriters and gained new 

meaning in 1971, when Ray Tomlinson used it in the first email address. Now used worldwide, it has 

many nicknames and even serves as a gender-neutral marker in Spanish, showing its continuing 

evolution in communication. 

Summary③ Sample Answer:  

 The “@” sign began in ancient Greece, where scribes shortened the word amphora, a clay storage pot, by drawing an “a” with a curled tail. The symbol 

later appeared on typewriters and gained new meaning in 1971, when Ray Tomlinson used it in the first email address. Now used worldwide, it has many 

nicknames and even serves as a gender-neutral marker in Spanish, showing its continuing evolution in communication. 


