— Smal| Potatoes

‘We have fallen upon evil times,/ the world has waxed old and wicked.//
Politics are very corrupt.// Children are no longer respectful/ to their elders.// Each
man wants to write a book.’// So said Naram Sin,/ 5000 years ago.../ according to a
1908 comedic magazine/ which became folk-wisdom.// The old has always complained
about the new;/ the Old World no less the New.// Everybody complains about
Americans,/ especially Americans!//

Thankfully,/ not all that is new is bad.// In fact,/ the Columbian Exchange/
(as we call the material and cultural connection / between the Old and New Worlds)/
resulted in so much good/ that it is grammatically uncountable/ and must annually be
measured/ in millions of tons.//

Potatoes, sweet potatoes, maize,/ tomatoes, chili peppers, cacao,/ peanuts,
pineapples, tobacco,/ and cocaine all came from the Americas.// Even vanilla,/ the word
for normalcy itself,/ is a new player on the world stage,/ unimaginable to all/ but the
Mayans/ before the modern era.//

Thinkers like Thomas Malthus/ at the beginning of the 19th century/ feared
that there would not be enough food/ to support a growing population.// Soon enough,/
there were one billion mouths to feed.// Now, there are more than eight billion/ eating
a not unsubstantial, Americanised diet.// Many New World crops/ grow in different
seasons/ than Old World crops,/ allowing both to be grown on the same land,/ and the
man who brought the sweet potato to Japan/ is currently worshiped as a god/ in
Kagoshima at Tokkou Shrine*/ because the humble root he introduced/ has saved many
from famine.//

AL EoHRIH -~ | HFOhh B BBIh-TLE- / /) BraRIEEH
EbY /) FREBIBES2rLnw | BEEE /) FtrKeEsisoTnd, /) 54
Si3%HsE-t [ 5000580, / 1908k nERMEI Ly /| (L) 2hiEMomEr Lo
r )] ERECEEEECH LVLOIR R 2 E-TEA / HER (3—0v/ ) THEHER (74
M THRRI /) EpTAVAADVTTEEES | BITAIHL6Z3R0K] /)

Foih | FLOLOSTRTEVHYTIAY /) R/ 200728 | (WhyamE-
AL TO>%6Y [ B HERMD) ) ERLTRVEDERGBALLE | FRECEMICIE
¥2 517\ %3 (unaccountable) 127 3< 5V R DT / BEHzLrnun / HED b (205
Ex0) ¥ //

Se AR HYTAENIEOAY, ) MM EET ANA ) E—FIY A FY T EET )
ZUTaANAV, ZNLRTRTTAVARETHS || "=5Tx4 | TBE tE%RT25E 200
nix ) EReVAEScaEiET ) BBy azracsnsor [ v v ArhuT /K
it /)

bez-wAHROEIBEERE | 19¥RNE /| FAremsrBonLusbLARLY
feﬁ‘lﬂu‘ J KOmEZA2E00 /) 1ZERLT | BI5F 0B0OsHEETLLS %1
/] 580l AMESL /| KLTHRIAVED FAYAMELEBEELE->TNS /) FLTAD
RO ) BIEHICEL /) BEROEEME | zorofistRLERTE Y
»9 % 3] ZLTHYRAEEAAHEE AL T 1L ) BEMLLTRLNTNS | BRENER

T | REBLESFEAEZOEELBER | AT ADRR EMED ST 57 /)

Vocabulary and Phrases
LW %l rlL
wax REII~Y R 3 annual BF
. CxH< (=07}
wicked R & player [
Syl FErs9
corrupt JEBR L 7= stage Bl %
. s L 23%5
comedic EBlD, TolFwi unimaginable BEBETEHWV
Lwib LAZH
folk-wisdom Rl %n mouths to feed A0
J(/\/l‘fi . Lotz <
grammar y unsubstantial EARDI N, Dy
" T A R
uncountable N famine NE

ST RIAE || Al rights reserved.

Total Number of words used

kTIPS %
258 words
Time for 120 wpm *HEE L WL o> 5 7 T O DGR
129 sec.
Time for 150 wpm
the Old World =R
103 sec. the New World R
Your BEST TIME the Americas glb7 A YA
sec.

*BEOMEIIERZER 40 SUERELTHLHELEL LD



Summary® Fill Blank:

Everyone complains about . However, the many from the New World have enabled the
population to without causing the which many feared. These new foods are now so
that is a synonym for normal, despite being to most people for most of history. The man who brought
the to Japan saved many from and is as a in Kagoshima.

Summary® Summary(50 -80 words):

Summary®@ Sample Answer:
Everyone complains about America. However, the many crops from the New World have enabled the global population to increase dramatically without causing
the famine which many feared. These new foods are now so common that vanilla is a synonym for normal, despite being unknown to most people for most of history. The

man who brought the sweet potato to Japan saved many from famine and is worshipped as a god in Kagoshima.




