— Four Seasons

The four seasons/ colour almost all aspects of life/ for both
Japanese and English speakers,/ allowing for easy cross-pollination.//
Anne of Green Gables is very popular in Japan,/ and haiku are taught to
primary school pupils/ in many English-speaking nations.//

The Western goddesses of the hours/ also govern the seasons.//
A day springs,/ and a woman can bloom/ in the autumn of her years.//
Seasonal markers,/ like the 'east-wind straining... the low sky raining'/ are
used by popular poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson/ to express both internal and
external affairs:/ an autumn storm and coming death.// Because of a
different climate,/ Japanese autumn has 'distant skies'/ rather than low.//

Unfortunately,/ global-warming lengthened summers,/ and
increasing indoor comfort/ make it harder for younger people/ to relate
to older works.// Fortunately,/ a season of loss is nothing new,/ as seen in
Shiki's '"The cicada's call, for a while, by the train is drowned'.// New

seasons bring new life to new words.//
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__ [Listen & Fill Blank] ~ [0&A/ A&Q]

The four colour almost all aspects of life Question 1: What allows easy cross-pollination between Japanese and

- ) English literature?
for both Japanese English speakers, allowing for easy

cross-pollination. Anne of Green Gables is very popular in

J apan, and___ are taught to primary school pup1ls n Question 2: What is one difficulty younger people can have when reading

many English-speaking nations. about seasons in older works?

The Western goddesses of also

the seasons. A day springs, and a woman can

. Question 3: Which season is your favourite? Why?
bloom in the . Seasonal

markers, like the 'east-wind straining... the sky raining'

are used by popular poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson to express

both affairs: an autumn storm Ask 1: £ 27 lcicadal THAHERIZHFEBTENTLI A EWN

and coming death. Because of a different climate, Japanese

autumn has ° skies' rather than low.

Unfortunately, global-warming lengthened summers,
Ask 2: Pupils [ZOWTHOEMAHRFETENTLLZEWN
and increasing indoor comfort make it for

younger people to relate to older works. , a

season of loss is nothing new, as seen in Shiki's "The cicada's

call, for a while, by the train is drowned'. seasons bring Ask 38 KLIZHOWTHID 72V LA WEET 1 HBENTLF I

life to words.




Sample Answer 1: Seasonal allusion.
Love of seasons.

Seasons in haiku and Anne of Green Gables.

Sample Answer 2: Recent seasons are not the same as older seasons.
Younger people spend more time indoors.
Summer is longer now because of global warming.

The seasons take place at different times of year now.

Sample Answer 3: I like spring because I like cherry blossoms.
Summer is best because of summer vacation and the heat.
Autumn is my favourite season! Fresh vegetables are so tasty.

The greatest season is winter. I dream of yuki-onna.

Sample Question 1: What is drowned out by the train in Shiki’s haiku?

Sample Question 2: What form of poetry is taught to elementary school

pupils in many English speaking nations?

Sample Question 3: Who is Alfred, Lord Tennyson?

Why are the skies so different in autumn between England and Japan?

How much influence has Japanese had on English, and English on

Japanese?




